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3: Obtaining Stormwater 
Discharge Permit Authorization 
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INTRODUCTION 3.1 

 ADOT is authorized to 
discharge stormwater to the 
waters of the United States 
under a Statewide Stormwater 
Discharge Permit issued by 
ADEQ.  

 Contractors working under 
contract to ADOT must obtain 
authorization to discharge 
stormwater under the AZPDES 
Arizona Construction General 
Permit. 

 Erosion and pollution control is 
a shared obligation among 
ADOT, the general contractor, 
and subcontractors. 
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STEP 1: PREPARE A SWPPP 3.2 

 The contractor shall designate 
an Erosion Control Coordinator 
(ECC) who shall prepare and 
submit the SWPPP.  

 The ECC will: 

 Use the design team’s Erosion 
and Pollution Control Plans, 
Details, and Special Provisions 
to guide development of 
project SWPPP 

 ADOT will: 

 Provide supporting documents 
to complete the SWPPP 

 Review credentials of ECC 

 Review and comment on draft 
SWPPP submitted by the ECC 

Source: Developing Your Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, A Guide for 
Construction Sites, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
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STEP 2: CERTIFY THE SWPPP 3.3 

 ADOT, the general contractor 
and any subcontractors that are 
responsible for constructing the 
erosion and pollution controls 
must certify the SWPPP.  

 If an ADOT local government 
project involves federal aid, the 
appropriate municipality must 
also certify the SWPPP.  

 The responsibility to properly 
control stormwater pollution is 
shared equally among ADOT 
and its contractors and 
subcontractors. 

 

ADOT 

General  

Contractor 

Sub-
Contractor 
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STEP 3: SUBMIT NOTICE OF 
INTENT (NOI) 3.4 

 The Contractor must prepare 
and file an NOI after 
certification of the SWPPP. 

 The NOI serves as a promise 
that the operator(s) will comply 
with the AZCGP conditions.  

 The most efficient method for 
filing the NOI is to use the 
ADEQ Smart NOI online 
program at 
http://az.gov/app/smartnoi/ 
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STEP 4: RETAIN DOCUMENTS AT 
THE JOB SITE 3.5 

The following documents must be kept with the SWPPP at the job site 
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STEP 5: IMPLEMENT THE SWPPP 3.6 

 The SWPPP may be implemented 
after the NOI is accepted and an 
authorization number received. 

 The ADOT Resident Engineer 
and the contractor are jointly 
responsible for implementing the 
SWPPP and maintaining dated 
records of: 

 Major grading activities. 

 Areas where construction 
activities have temporarily or 
permanently stopped. 

 Installation of stabilization 
measures (BMPs).  

 Delays and reasons for delays in 
installation of stabilization 
measures.  
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STEP 6: INSPECT BMPS 
REGULARLY 3.7 

 Inspect the site regularly to 
ensure that BMPs are 
functioning properly and that 
the SWPPP is properly 
maintained.  

 Routine inspection is required 
every 7 calendar days OR once 
every 14 calendar days and 
also within 24 hours after a 
rainfall event of 1/2 inch or 
greater.  

 Inspection Reports and records 
of any follow-up actions taken 
shall be retained as part of the 
SWPPP. 
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STEP 7: ADJUST THE SWPPP TO 
FIT SITE CONDITIONS 3.8 

 

 The operator shall complete 
follow-up actions based on 
results of the inspection 
process within four (4) calendar 
days or by the next anticipated 
storm event following the 
inspection, whichever is sooner. 

 Contractor shall update SWPPP 
to reflect adjustments.  
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STEP 8: MAINTAIN AN UPDATED 
SWPPP 3.9 

 

 The SWPPP must be kept 
current with the changes and 
adjustments made in the field.  

 Failure to update the SWPPP is 
a violation of AZCGP, FCGP, the 
ADOT Statewide Stormwater 
Discharge Permit and the Clean 
Water Act conditions. 

 Enforcement action, permit 
termination, revocation and 
reissuance, modification, or 
denial of permit renewal 
application may apply. 
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STEP 9: MAINTAIN THE BMPs 3.10 

 

 All erosion and pollution control 
measures and other protective 
measures identified in the 
SWPPP must be maintained in 
effective operational condition. 

 The ADOT Statewide 
Stormwater Discharge Permit 
requires a maintenance plan. 
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STEP 10: EVALUATE JOB SITE TO 
DETERMINE FINAL STABILIZATION 3.11 

 

 Final Stabilization: all soil-
disturbing activities have been 
completed; all construction 
materials, waste and temporary 
erosion and pollution control 
BMPs have been removed and 
properly disposed of and either 
of the two following criteria has 
been met:  

 Uniform vegetative cover has 
been established on all 
unpaved areas and areas not 
covered by permanent 
structures.  

 Permanent stabilization 
measures have been employed 
and are fully operational. 
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STEP 11: SUBMIT NOTICE OF 
TERMINATION (NOT) 3.12 

 

 NOT must be submitted to 
ADEQ after project has met 
final stabilization or ADOT 
assumes NOI responsibility. 

 Submission of the NOT form 
constitutes notice that the 
party identified on the form is 
terminating coverage under the 
AZCGP.  

 The most efficient method for 
filing the NOT is to use the 
ADEQ Smart NOI online 
program at 
http://az.gov/app/smartnoi/ 

 

http://az.gov/app/smartnoi/
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STEP 12: RETENTION OF RECORDS 3.13 

 

 Contractor shall retain copies of 
SWPPP and all documentation 
required by the applicable 
permit for at least three (3) 
years from the date of NOT 
filing.  

 ADOT shall retain copies of the 
SWPPP and copies of the State 
Stormwater Management Plan 
(SSWMP) and other documents 
for at least five (5) years from 
the Statewide Stormwater 
Discharge Permit expiration 
date. 
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SPECIAL CONDITIONS, 
REQUIREMENTS AND EXCEPTIONS 3.14 

Refer to the Manual for necessary action(s) to be taken / forms to be 
completed if the project involves one of more of the following:  

 Indian Country. 

 Post-Construction Discharges. 

 Discharges Mixed with Non-
Stormwater. 

 Discharges Covered by Another 
AZPDES Permit. 

 Projects located within ¼ mile 
of Impaired or Outstanding 
Waters. 

 Batch Plants, Borrow Pits and 
Material Pits. 

 Small Construction Activities. 

 

 


