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ALTERNATE PROCEDURES FOR
SIEVING OF COARSE AND FINE GRADED
SOILS AND AGGREGATES

(An Arizona Method)

SCOPE

1. (a) This test method contains five alternate procedures for sieving and
determining the sieve analysis of fine and coarse graded soils and aggregates.

(b) This test method must be used in conjunction with Arizona Test Method
201. In general, the method for sample preparation, sieving, and calculation of the
sieve analysis as described in Arizona Test Method 201 will be followed, with the
changes and additional information being outlined and described herein for each
alternate procedure shown below.

1) Alternate #1 (Section 2) - Fine screening of aggregate which
contains a small amount of Plus No. 4 (100% pass 3/8") material, e.g., fine aggregate
for concrete.

2) Alternate #2 (Section 3) - Utilizing a No. 8 screen in the coarse
sieving, and a fine sieve analysis not being required.

3) Alternate #3 (Section 4) - Subjecting the entire sample to washing,
and a minus No. 4 split for fine screening is not required.

4) Alternate #4 (Section §) - Subjecting the entire sample to washing,
and a minus No. 4 split for fine screening is required.

5) Alternate #5 (Section 6) - Washing of coarse aggregate (Plus No.
4) to remove clinging particles and adjusting the fine sieve analysis.

ALTERNATE #1
2. Fine screening of aggregate which contains a small amount of Plus No. 4

(100% pass 3/8") material, e.g., fine aggregate for concrete. An example of this
procedure is shown in Figure 1.
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(a) A representative minimum 500 gram sample is obtained and dried to
constant weight. Allow the sample to cool, and record the weight to the nearest gram
as the "Unwashed Wt", (562 in the example).

(b) Subject the sample to either mechanical or hand washing.

(c) Dry the sample to constant weight and allow to cool. Record weight to
the nearest gram as "Washed Wt" and also as the fine sieve "Total Dry Weight", (547).

(d) Determine and record "Elutriation" by subtracting the "Washed Wt" from
the "Unwashed Wt", (562 - 547 = 15).

(e) Additional sieves (Plus No. 4) as required are added to the nest of sieves
used in the fine screening.

(f) The sample is subjected to screening and the weight retained on each
sieve and in the pan is recorded.

(g) The sum of the individual weights retained for each sieve is compared to
the weight of sample prior to sieving (Washed Wt. or fine sieve Total Dry Weight).
Adjust or resieve as necessary.

(n) Determine the sieve analysis of the material. The factor for calculating
the sieve analysis is determined by dividing 100 by the "Unwashed Wt",
(100/562 = 0.177936). The calculation of the percent passing each sieve is continuous
through the entire sieve analysis.

ALTERNATE #2

3. Utilizing a No. 8 screen in the coarse sieving, and a fine sieve analysis not
being required. An example is given in Figure 2.

(a) A representative sample is obtained and the weight recorded as the
"Coarse Sieve Total", (14683 in the example).

(b) Subject the sample to coarse sieving using the No. 8 as the smallest
sieve. If desired, the material may be screened using a No. 4 as the smallest sieve,
and the pass No. 4 material further separated into No. 8 and pass No. 8 fractions.
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(c) The weight of material retained on each of the sieves No. 8 and larger,
and the weight of pass No. 8 material is recorded on the laboratory sieve analysis card,
modifying the card for the pass No. 8 material as shown in the example.

(d) The sum of the individual weights retained for each sieve is compared to
the weight of the sample prior to sieving (Coarse Sieve Total). Adjust or resieve as
needed.

(e) Determine the sieve analysis of the material. The coarse sieve factor is
determined by dividing 100 by the "Coarse Sieve Total", (100/14683 = 0.006811). The
calculation of the percent passing each sieve is continuous through the entire sieve
analysis.

ALTERNATE #3

4. Subjecting the entire sample to washing, and a minus No. 4 split for fine
screening is not required. An example of this procedure is given in Figure 3.

(a) A representative sample is be obtained, dried to constant weight, allowed
to cool, and the weight recorded as the "Coarse Sieve Total" and also as the
"Unwashed Weight", (1137 in the example).

(b) Subject the sample to hand washing.

(c) Dry the sample to constant weight and allow to cool. The weight of the
sample is recorded as the "Washed Wt", (1118).

(d) Determine "Elutriation" by subtracting the "Washed Wt" from the
"Unwashed Wt", (1137 - 1118 = 19).

(e) Subject the sample to coarse screehing and record the weight retained
on each sieve and in the pan, except the weight of pass No. 4 material is not recorded
in the coarse sieve area, but rather as the fine sieve "Total Dry Weight", (468).

(f) Determine and record the weight of pass No. 4 for coarse sieve analysis
by adding the "elutriation" and the fine sieve "Total Dry Weight", (468 + 19 = 487).

(9) The sum of the individual weights retained for each sieve is compared to
the weight of sample prior to sieving (Washed Wt.). Adjust or resieve as necessary.
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(h) Sieve the pass No. 4 material and record the weight retained for each
sieve and in the pan.

(i) The sum of the individual weights retained for each sieve is compared to
the weight of sample prior to sieving (fine sieve Total Dry Weight). Adjust or resieve as
necessary.

() Determine the sieve analysis of the material. The coarse sieve factor is
determined by dividing 100 by the "Coarse Sieve Total", (100/1137 = 0.087951). A fine
sieve factor is not determined. The ‘calculation of the percent passing each sieve is
continuous through the entire sieve analysis.

ALTERNATE #4

5. Subjecting the entire sample to washing, and a minus No. 4 split for fine
screening is required. An example of this procedure is given in Figure 4.

(a) A representative sample is obtained, dried to constant weight, allowed to
cool, and the weight recorded as the "Coarse Sieve Total" and also as the "Unwashed
Weight", (4893 in the example).

(b) Subject the sa’mple to hand washing.

(c) Dry the sample to constant weight and allow to cool. The weight of the
sample is recorded as the "Washed Wt", (4674). ‘

(d) The elutriation of the total sample is determined by subtracting the
"Washed Wt" from the "Unwashed Wt", (4893 - 4674 = 219).

(e) The sample shall be subjected to coarse screening and the weight
retained on each sieve and in the pan is recorded, except the weight of pass No. 4
material is not recorded in the coarse sieve area, but rather as "Wt. of - #4" (2521).

(f) The sum of the individual weights retained for each sieve is compared to
the weight of sample prior to sieving (Washed Wt.). Adjust or resieve as necessary.

(g) The passing No. 4 weight for coarse sieve analysis is the combination of
the weight of pass No. 4 and the elutriation of the total sample, (2521 + 219 = 2740).

(h) The weight of the passing No. 4 matefial split for fine sieving is recorded
as the fine sieve "Total Dry Weight", (665).
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(i) The elutriation value for fine sieve analysis is determined as follows:

Wt. of Passing No. 4
Material Split for Fine
Sieving, (Fine Sieve

Elutriation "Total Dry Weight"

for _ Elutriation
Fine Sieve ~ , X of
Analysis EWt. of - #4] Total Sample

In the example in Figure 4:

Elutriation
for Fine Sieve = (665/2521) x 219 = 58
Analysis

(i) The "Dry Wt. of Pass #4 Split" is determined by adding the fine sieve
total dry weight and the calculated elutriation for fine sieve analysis, (665 + 58 = 723).

(k) The pass No. 4 material is sieved and the weight retained for each sieve
and in the pan is recorded.

() The sum of the individual weights retained for each sieve is compared to
the weight of sample prior to sieving (fine sieve Total Dry Weight). Adjust or resieve as
necessary.

(m) Determine the sieve analysis of the material.

ALTERNATE #5

6. Washing of coarse aggregate (Plus No. 4) to remove clinging particles and
adjusting the fine sieve analysis. An example of this procedure is shown in Figures 5
and 6.

(a) A representative sample shall be prepared, screened, and the sieve
analysis calculated as described in Arizona Test Method 201. (When this alternate
procedure is used as a referee method, the sample shall be dried to constant weight
prior to sieving.)
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DETERHMINATION OF PERCENT HINUS HNO. 200 ON COARSE AGGREGATE
AND TOTAL PERCENT PASS NO. 200 IN BAMPLE

Project No. ;"&’99 -9 /99> //ﬁ/ 99 990/(/ Lab. No. 93’9999

Unwashed Weight of Plus No. 4 = y9é7
Washed Weight of Plus No. 4 = 5/9 y/

Calculate the "Percent Minus No. 200 on Coarse Aggregate” by the
following, and record result to the nearest 0.01%:

Unwashed Weight | _ | Washed Weight
Percent of Plus No. 4 of Plus No. 4
Minus No.

200 on = x 100
Coarse A
Aggregate Enwashed Weiqhﬂ

of Plus No. 4
(Y97 ) - Y99/ )
( 497 )

Percent Minus No. 200 on Coarse Aggregate = 052

x 100

Calculate the "Total Percent Pass No. 200 in Sampla"™ by the
following, and record result to the nearest 0.1%:

Percent
Total % Pass % Minus No.
Percent No. 200 100 ~ Pasa X 200 on
Pass No. = from + No. 4 Coarse
200 in Fine Aggregate
100

Sample Sieving

[100«( ¢9 )]x(&?.52)
+

100

=( /.3 )

Total Percent Pass No. 200 in Sample = _/_/_,_é___

FIGURE 6
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(b) Either the entire amount, or a representative sample of approximately
5000 grams, whichever is less, of the Plus No. 4 material from screening shall be
combined, dried to constant weight, allowed to cool, and the weight recorded as the
"Unwashed Weight of Plus No. 4", (4967 in the example in Figure 6).

(c) Subject the sample to hand washing.

(d) Dry the sample to constant weight and allow to cool. Record the weight
to at least the nearest gram as the "Washed Weight of Plus No. 4", (4941 in the
example in Figure 6).

(e) Utilizing the equations shown in Figure 6, determine and record the
"Percent Minus No. 200 on Coarse Aggregate" to the nearest 0.01%, (0.52); and the
"Total Percent Pass No. 200 in Sample" to the nearest 0.1%, (11.6).

() Compare the percent Pass No. 200 from fine sieving with the '"Total
Percent Pass No. 200 in Sample". If the difference is less than or equal to 1.0, replace
the percent Pass No. 200 from fine sieving with the "Total Percent Pass No. 200 in
Sample" and, if necessary, adjust the value for percent retained on the No. 200 sieve.
(In the example in Figure 5, the 11.3 percent Pass No. 200 from fine sieving has been
replaced with the 11.6 "Total Percent Pass No. 200 in Sample", and the percent
retained on the No. 200 sieve has been adjusted from 3 to 2.) If the difference is
greater than 1.0, another sample shall be obtained and the entire sample subjected to
washing and the gradation determined as specified in Section 4 or 5.

REPORT

7. (a) The sieve analysis shall be reported as shown in Figures 1 through 5 for
the particular example which is applicable.

(b) When applicable, the determination of "Percent Minus No. 200 on
Coarse Aggregate” and "Total Percent Pass No. 200 in Sample" is reported as shown
in the example given in Figure 6.

(c) A blank Soils and Aggregate Tabulation laboratory card is provided in
Figure 7.

(d) A blank form for the determination of "Percent Minus No. 200 on Coarse
Aggregate" and "Total Percent Pass No. 200 in Sample" is provided in Figure 8.
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DETERMINATION OF PERCENT MINUS NO. 200 OM COARSE AGGREGATE
AND TOTAL PERCENT PASE NO. 200 IN SAMPLE
Project No. Lab. No.

Unwashed Weight of Plus No. 4 =
Washed Weight of Plus No. 4 =

Calculate the "Percent Minus No. 200 on Coarse Aggregate® by the
following, and record result to the nearest 0.01%:

Unwashed Weight - | Washed Weight
Percent of Plus No. 4 of Plus No. 4
Minus No.
200 on - X 100
Coarse
Aggregate Unwashed Weight
of Plus No. 4

( ) - )
= x 100
( )

Percent Minus No. 200 on Coarse Aggregate =

Calculata the "Total Percent Pass No. 200 in Sampla® by the
following, and record result to the nearest 0.1%:

Sample Siaving

Percent
Total % Paas ] Minus No.
Percent No. 200 100 - Pasas X 200 on
Pass No. w from + No. 4 Coarse
200 in Fine Aggregate
100

[[100 - ( ):] x ( )
= ( ) +
100

Total Percant Pass No. 200 in Sample =

FIGURE 8



