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SUBJECT: Testing and Certification of Bituminous Distributor 

Trucks 
 

1. GENERAL 
 
1.1. Prior to spreading of bituminous material on any AODT project, bituminous 

distributor trucks shall have been testing in accordance with Arizona Test Method 411, 
“Determination of Bituminous Distributor Truck Transverse Spread Rate”, and shall 
have been certified within 12 months prior to the date of spreading in accordance with 
the requirements of Subsection 404-3.02(A) of the ADOT Specifications. 

 
1.2. ADOT Regional Materials Engineers are responsible for the certification of 

bituminous distributor trucks. 
 

1.3. All testing, including the preparation of test pads and test plates, shall be 
performed by an independent testing laboratory which has been approved by the 
respective ADOT Regional Materials Engineer. A professional Engineer, registered in 
the State of Arizona and employed by the independent testing laboratory, shall be 
responsible for all testing and test methods. 

 
1.4. The distributor truck owner shall be responsible for all costs associated 

with the testing performed by the independent testing laboratory. 
 

1.5. Upon completion of testing, the independent testing laboratory shall issue 
a letter to the owner of the distributor truck. The letter shall include the following: 

 
1.5.1. A statement that the testing was performed in accordance with the 

requirements of Arizona Test Method 411. 
 
1.5.2. The name and location of the facility where the testing was performed. 
 
1.5.3. The date that the testing was performed. 



 
1.5.4. Identification of the truck for which testing was performed. Such 

identification shall consist of 
 

(a) Name of the owner of the distribution truck. 
(b) Truck number. 
(c) Truck license plate number.  
(d) Truck make and VIN number 

 
1.5.5. Name of person performing the testing 
 
1.5.6. Name, signature, and seal of the registered professional Engineer 

responsible for the testing and test results. The date shall be recorded as part of the 
seal. 

 
1.5.7. A copy of the test results shall be attached to the letter from the 

independent testing laboratory. The test results shall be sealed, signed, and dated by 
the Engineer responsible for the testing. 

 
(a) An example of the test results is shown in Attachment #2. 

 
1.6. The owner of the distributor truck shall submit the letter from the 

independent testing laboratory, along with the accompanying test results, to the 
respective ADOT Regional Materials Engineer. 

 
1.6.1. The Regional Materials Engineer shall review the submitted from the 

owner of the distributor truck for accuracy and completeness. If the submittal is 
satisfactory, the Regional Materials Engineer will approve the test results. 

 
1.6.2. Upon approval of the bituminous distributor truck transverse spread rate 

test results, the respective ADOT regional Materials Engineer will issue a completed 
“Certificate of Test” and a completed “ADOT Bituminous Distributor Truck Certification” 
sticker to the owner of the distributor truck. Illustrations of blank Certificate of Test and 
a blank certification sticker are shown in Attachment #3 and Attachment #4, 
respectively. 

 
1.7. The owner of the distributor truck shall apply the completed certification 

sticker to the inside of the driver’s side door of the truck in a clearly visible location. 
The Certificate of Test shall be kept in the distributor truck and shall be readily 
available for review by the Engineer. 



1.8. Bituminous distributor trucks that do not have a valid and current 
Certificate of Test and ADOT certification sticker will not be allowed to supply 
bituminous materials on ADOT projects. 

 
1.9. Regardless of certification, the Engineer may at any time require that 

distributor trucks be tested to determine their acceptability. 
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Attachment #1 – Example of letter from the independent testing laboratory to the owner of the 
distributor truck 



 

 

Attachment #2 – Example of Test Results 

 



 

Attachment #3 – Blank Certificate of Test 



 

 

(Sticker shown above is larger than actual size) 

Sticker has silver lettering on a red background) 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment #4 – Blank ADOT Bituminous Distributor Truck Certification Sticker 


