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San Pedro Valley News-Sun 

P U B L I S H E R ' S  A F F I D A V I T  

STATE O F  A R I Z O N A  "~ 
SS. 5 COUNTY OF COCHISE 

Pamela Harlan 

Agent to the Publisher 

being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he/she is the 

of the SAN PEDRO VALLEY NEWS-SUN, a newspaper of general 

circulation published in Benson, Cochise County, State of Arizona; That the 

I ' LEGAL " ° T ' c e  i i  
. . . . . .  c ~  or Bemon 

Recl,.Jesf for Propo'.ob 
Murdcipo[ AJ,'port SHe Sele¢- 
and Master Plan Study 

The City of Bet'son Is seeking 
proposals for professional and 
technlcal =ewlcel from ¢luat~led 

• oorilJlianli with appropriate ex- 
~e~,~ce i~ alpo~ plam~g ar~ 
englneedng. The objective of the 
dud,/Is to o r ~ e .  document. 
and ~¢ommend a ~e  for a mu- 
nl=ipd ~ i  wii=h'*,l ¢l~c~ for 
Inclusion in the State and ~ 
alporl =~en~ 

The scope and chorocter of 
the proposed study Is fully de- 
icrlbed i l  the request for pro- 
polal pocket= available at 
BonsOn City Hall. Proposals 
meeting the guidelines as de- 
icdbed In the request for pio- 
posal packets shall be ac- 
cepted by the City until ~130 p.r~, 
Mountcln Standard Time, FrkJay. 
June 9, 1989 ot City iloll. 160 S. 
Huochuca Street Benton. Ari* 
iona. Mailing addreli P.O. Box 
2223 Bemon, AZ 85602 

Anl, auesliom conce i r i~  th i  
+ R.I.P. li~ould be dilected to Mr. 

La~Y Krep=. Benton Planning & 
Zoning Admi~Itmtor, ( ~ l )  586- 

: ~ i ~ l l . i ~  . 

City of Benson 

, ,Request for Proposr's 

,, Municipal Airport Site Selection and 

Master Plan Study 

a copy of which is hereto attached, was published in said 

newspaper for ... 1 consecutive week(s), the first 

publication being in its issue dated the 1 lth day of 

May ,19 89.. , and the last 

publication being in its issue dated the day of 

"~ ,19 
/ " }  ,,,/_ r / /  / 9  

#' 

Subscribed and sworn to before me / ~ .. day of 

,,7_ 
My Commission expires April 21 ,19 90  
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San Pedro Valley News-Sun 

P U B L I S H E R ' S  AFF IDAV IT  

STATE OF ARIZONA "it 
COUNTY OFCOCHISE J SS. 

Pamela Harlan 

Agent to the Publisher 

being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he/she is the 

of the SAN PEDRO VALLEY NEWS-SUN, a newspaper of general 

• circulation published in Benson, Cochise County, State of Adzona; That the 

ii:~:ii~: p:~bi ic Not ice iAirport Me 

MEETING Z :  
The City of Benson, via a state gran!, 
hascontracted with Coffman AssoCn- 
ates to conduct a Benson Mumclpal 

I Airport site selection and mini mas- 
ter plan. The consultants w=ll con- 
duct this study in three phases: The 
phase I report to the cnty will be 
.conducte d a~t 6:00.P.M. on October 
.::~i:~.Benson the Beautiful ~:1 
::: " "Cleanupl !~:i i 

Paint Up, :~ ! 
Keep it Up!" ~ '  

" | 

Meeting - City of Benson 

copy of which is hereto attached, was published in said 

ewspaper for 1 consecutive week(s), the first 

bublication being in its issue dated the 19th day of 

October ,19 89- , and the last 

,ublication being in its issue dated the day of 

;ubscribed and sworn to before me , ~  ~ day of 

ly Commission expires April 21 ,lg 90 
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San Pedro Valley News-Sun 

PUBLISHER'S AFFIDAVIT 

STATE OF ARIZONA "[ 
SS. 

S COUNTY OF COCHISE 

Pamela Harlan being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he/she is the 

Agent to the Publisher of the SAN PEDRO VALLEY NEWS-SUN, a newspaper of general 

circulation published in Benson, Cochise County, State of Arizona; That the 

Public Hearing 

City of Benson 

Airport Site Selection 

. , ; , ,  i . . "  • - _ _  

I .  PUBUC HEARINGJ 

," The City of Ben=on C l l y i  
will hold o PUBLIC i 

H F . ~  TO r e v ~  1he ~ I i 
t, llpod, trom C, offmon/l~=ock~ es, ! 

to telect the best of four 
~lw o= the Iocoflon fo¢ the fufum 

1 1 ~  on Molder .  December 
18. tle9 of 8:~0 P.M. In the CBY i 
C ,o~ I I  ¢l'¢~d~e~ 160~Bouth l ~ l l ~ / u ~  • 

Rictlid J, Eairl ,  Mid#or 
publilt ~ 80, lie9 

a copy of which is hereto attached, was published in said 

newspaper for 1 consecutive week(s), the first 

publication being in its issue dated the 

November ,19 

publication being in its issue dated the 

/- 

30th day of 

89 , and the last 

day of 

Subscribed and sworn to before me "7  day of 

0 

My Commission expires April 21 ,19 90 
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San Pedro Valley News-Sun 

PUBLISHER'S AFFIDAVIT 

S T A T E  O F  A R I Z O N A  " [  
SS. .r COUNTY OF COCHISE 

Agnes Rose Baird being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he/she is the 

Agent-to the Publisher , of the SAN PEDRO VALLEY NEWS-SUN, a newspaper of general 

circulation published in Benson, Cochise County, State of Arizona; That the 

City of Benson - Public Hearing 

Airport Site Selection 

I LEGAL .OnCe' 1 
PUSU¢ HENI I~  

- - . -  ~ p o ~  l e  S , i t .on  
The CIty of 8inscn City 

Coun¢l will hold o PUBLIC 
HEARING to illect the ltte for o 

thi  pubic He~n~  Coffman ~ 
i o ~  1o l  p i o l ~ . = ' l  i v = k ~  : 

of.¢l r l ~  / t  I t  
OIld Wil OIsO I i i C O "  
nomlc onesiment o f w t ~  on 
o l ix~  cou~ do for Benlon and 
ttm ~ comrnunm~ 

The PUeUC HF.NIHIi wi tie 
on Moncloy, ~ W. 

1990 at 7:00 P.M. in the City 
Council 'Chomberl, 160 S, 
I.!l. ~-Z---.'-,;JCO l t h i M ~  ~ ~: :  -: 

lllchord J. Iloerl -- Moy~r 
p u i i ~  r~:,u=y t, iw0 

a copy of which is hereto attached, was published in said 

newspaper for 1 consecutive week!s), the first 

publication being in its issue dated the 1 st day of 

February ., 19 9 0  , and the last 

publication being in its issue dated the day of 

, 1 9 ~ .  

Subscribed and sworn to before me / ~ day of 

My Commission expires Apr i l  21 ,19 90  
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• Area pilots backing 
I II " 

cityairport proposal 
By Laurie Tipllng 

Local pilots and aeronautics sup- 
porters say Benson would be better 
off with an ah-port. 

"Benson could become a more 
viable commercial center if it had an 
airport," said John Cook,.a pilot who 
is employed with the Adult Protec- 
tive Services. 

Cook said Benson represents a 
,'turning point" for pilots who want 
to fly south. "They could land here 
and stay overnight-- revenue for the 
City." 

Jack Comaduran, Substation 
Supervisor for AEPCO. is also a pi- 
lot. He pointed out the convenience 
aspect for the community, as well as 
the potentl.al for new businesses. 

"Commuter aircraft would give us 
a tie to Phoenix and Tucson, bringing 
business into town that would have 
otherwise had to go somewhere els6 
to gas up," he said. 

Funding for an airport, up to 90 
percent, is available through a state 
program and 95 percent is available 
through a federal government aid 
program. 

Gary Adams from the Department 
of Aeronautics said: "Businesses 
won't relocate to an area without an 

' airport. It's a proven statistic." 
• More money is available now, he 

said, especially for secondary air- 
ports--  those with less than 10 based 
airplanes and less than 2,000 opera- 
tion s (take-offs and landings) per year. 

Th~ Department of Aeronautics 
will work with the community on 
"everything from safety ~tudies t o  
environmental studies, Adams said. 

~"It's yours. You have to live with it, 
"and we want you to be happy with 
(the airport)." 

Gerald Patton, 1.6 resident and 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base 
employee, pointed out another as. 
pect in favor of an airport being built 
here-- jobs for the community. Pat-. 
ton has announced his candidacy for 
the House of Representatives. 

"If we could attract small compa- 
nies that are labor intensive to em- 
ploy our people here," be'said, "we 
stand a much better chance of keep- 
ing our children here." 

Fuel taxes, user fees, and hanger 
rentals are various ways an airport 
would generate revenue, he said. 

Mahlon MacKenzie, a broker a t  
ERA Realty and a pilot, echoed the 
concerns of  other  pi lots  . m  
Comaduran and Cook - -  when he 
expressed concern over vandalism of 
their planes and others' at the air strip 
they currently use. "We'd like a l i t t le 
security for these aircraft," he said. 

MacKenzie'.said th~'£U'st lhing' t'o 

land for ti r~fi~,ay'~'the direefi0n ~f 
the winds. "They should be east-to- 
we.st with a slight southerly orienta- 
fion.:Thc length and any obstacles 
also need to be considered." 

• He said an ideal location would be 
between Benson and Kartchner 
Caverns. He felt the Caverns would 
get more visitors that way. 

Red Taylor owns the airport that 
many of the local (and some out-of- 
state) pilots currently use. 

Taylor is sentimental about his 
airport. He learned to fly there in 
1956. "I thought, hell, I'll just buy it 
and keep it from being turned into 
anything else." 

Taylor said he thinks it would cost 
as much to excavate a new airport as 
to buy his, already complete. 

! 

A committee of interested people 
• will be presented by City Manager 
Paul Nordin at the next City Council. 
meeting for appointment to an Air- 
port Advisory Committee. 

"It will bring in more tax dol!,'u's 
that otherwise were not here," he 
said. 

Nor'din compared it to "tapping the 
freeway" when the shopping center, 
Burger King and the Best Western 
motel were built. 
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New airport on horizon 
,.. sooner or later 

By Laurie Tipiing 
Construction of. gn airport in or 

near Benson may begin sooner than 
expected, although some people say 
it is still a ways off. 

Representat ives ' from the 
Aeronautics Division of the Arizona 
Department "of Transportation met 
with city officials and members of 
Benson ' s  Airport  Advisory 
-Committee last week. 
- The city's inquiries about obtaining 
funds for site selection and 
construction of an airport have been 
answered with enthusiasm. "We're. " 
kind of excited about tiffs.We haven't. 
~,,,,, 0 ,  airport for a while," Gary 

The board mee/s in Dex.ember, so it 
may be as late as January before 
funds are available for the city to go 
ahead with site selection and ~ airport 
layoutplan, Adams.~aid.fit ger~.ml!y 
takes six months fora site analysis to 
be completed. I don't aniJcJ~i3ii(e any 
problems." 

After the board's approval, Adams 
said he will send a grant agreement to 
the c i ty - -  a reimbursement program 
in which Benson will pay for services 
as the project goes on, then ADOT 
will reimburse the city. ~ ' 

"A lot of smaller communities 
aren't able to operate  that way, 
though, and the . eng!n~ng  firms 

Adams, of ADOT's Aeronautics. " will.send t£s the billdirectly," Adams 
Division, said. , . . : :.said. : ,~.',;:~ ~( :"'" : " . 
" : Now that the i~all is rolling, t h e  . Proposalsfrom'ai~rtengineedng 
Aeronautics Division will submit a firms will be aceep .ted for consulting 
request to the state Transportation ; on the project. A project Mvisory 
.Boardio~etasideacertaihamountofl committee will ~-.reviewl make 
m0ne~/,un.determined at this time, comments and guides the consultant, 
for Benson,s airtprt project. ~ i .Adam.s said-~ ( 

The commiuee's size could be as 
large or small as the city decides, but 
Alien Samuels, an airport engineer 
who attended the meeting, suggested, 
"You don't  have to limit the 
committee just to people interested in 
aviation. It's better to face problems 
up front than later down the road. 

"Think big on the sight analysis," 
Samuels said. "Once you get going, 

• you don't want to come up short of 
land." 

He said the City needs to obtain 
enough public land to generate 
adequate revenue to support the 
airport. Samuels also suggested, "As 
the community grows it's best to be 
further out of town." This also will 
help keep down possible irritation to 
the noise, he said. 

Any projects that generate revenue 
are not eligible for federal or state 
r e i m b u r s e m e n t -  such as an 
industrial park or fuel tanks --which 
would be built at the city's expense, 
Adams said. However, things like the 
runway, taxiway, lights, wind comb, 
tie downs and land are all eligible for 
the grant money, he said. 

"We'd like to get you out of the 
dust and dirt and mud," Adams said. 

BENSON AIRPORT m Mayor Jim Mellentine 
(center) discussed the future Benson Airport 
with Gary Adams (right) and Allan Samuels, 

(New~-Sun photo by Laurie Til~ing) 

both are with the aeronautics division of the 
State Transportation Department. 
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Land purchase 
firstitem in 
airport plan 

By Laurie Tipling 
. A-five-year plan shows Benson 

acquiring land for a m unicipal airport 
between 1990 and 1991• 

The plan, designed by Alien 
Sam uels---wogram administrator for 
the airport development program with 
the aeronautics division of ADOT~ 
fs one of the steps towards securing 
tin airport for Benson in the near 
fu tu~ in this plan heallows $252,000 
for land acquisition. In 1992-93 the 
city is to secure flue protection for the 
airport at a cost of $90,000 and in 
1993-94, $288,000 will be spent on 
drainage, apron, utilities, lighting and 
other required items. 
• The city has receiv~ a $27,000 

grant to cofitract for a site selection 
s.tudy. The A~rport. Advisory 
Committee has come up with three 
si.'tes and would like to submit at least 

more to the egnsulting firm to 
study. The three sites include two 
west of Highway 90 and the c~rent 
airfield: ' " 
" Planning andZoning A .dministrator 

Larry Kreps is sending a letter to the 
Federal Aviation 'Administration 
requesting entry l into' the nati6nal 
airport system and giving them a coI~/ 
of the draft of request for proposal. If 
t ic  FAA approves it;the commitlc¢ 
will then advertise for bidders on the 
site consultation, he said..: : 

The committee considered a variety 
of aspects when coming up with these 
sites'and the consultants,,will be 

at a reccnt comm,ttee meeung wer¢~ 

consultants ~I1 .,h,3:~ t f f ~ i d 6 r  lhiS~. 

In,ddk~ of a, growing res!dcntml lu~a, i 
,Our growth;-ipattem~would~ not~ 
hecess~arily be to the w~t. It would 
.probably be to the southwest," Kreps 
said. The committee of pi!o'ts feels it 
is important for the ai~ort to be. 
reasonably close to the community 
because in a smal! city.!ike Benson, 
.ll?ere isn't any mass transportation-~-. 
bus or taxi s erv ice - ,  and it would be 
~liffieult for pilotsto land a plane on, 
the far outS as ot ,wn and. try to 
l"md ttan..Sp0 .rta6pn.. in~..~_ ,nson: 
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A benefit of building the airpori on 
Ibe west side of Benson,.would be that 
1~1.' ors from east Tucson would tend 
!o base their aircraft h e ~  Getting the 
pppropriatc infrastructiu-e~ .--., gas; 
wa . ek trie" ana se r, , to 
si.teis also a m ~ r  consideration, The. 

minutes, from aiqx>rt~:in::Willcox~ 
Tucson or Sierra V i s ~ ,  
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I tPoUb!ic meeting this month , 

pRck Benson Airport site i i 
By JAC POLSGROVE 

News Editor 
PHOENIX m Plans released last 

week by the state Department of 
Tran. sportation outline how a public 
Benson Airport will get offthe ground 
in the next few years. 

The plans, outlined in an ADOT 
"Five-year Transportation Facilities 
Construction Program" publication 
covering fiscal years 1990 to 1994, 
calf for a total of $500,000 to be spent 
by the state and the city of Benson in 
the next four years on development 
of a.' Benson Airport. The balance of 
the~funds for the airport would be 
paid by the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

Currently, a Benson Airport 
Advisory Committee is studying 
se'Jeral sites in the area upon which to 
locate apublic-use airport, according 
to Larry K.reps, Benson's Public 
Works Administrator. 

The committee will release its list 
of the sites during a public hearing to 
be held in Benson sometime in 
October, he said. Also attending the 
meeting will be ADOT and FAA 
representatives. 

Kreps said public notices 
advertisink the hearing 'will be 
published in theNews-Sun and posted 
around town once a date and location 
have been set for the hearing. 

At that time, the committee will 
release its list of sites and will choose 
a top choice for the airport's location. 
Several leading sites are located in 
west Benson near the intersection of 
Interstate 10 and state Route 90. The 
committee also can opt to focus 
expansion of the current airport east 
of town. • 

Funding for die study comes from" 
a $27,000 grantreceived by the city 
last spring. 

During a committee meeting last 
spring, members voiced support foi" 
locating the airport west of town s6 
to attract residents from east Tucs0n: 
The new airport cannot be any closer 
than 30 miles from airports in Willco'x; 
Tucson or Sierra.Vista. 

Under the state Transporta~on 
Department's five-year plan,-:.an 
estimated $180,000 would be spent 
in 1990-91 to purchase land for the 
airport. Of that sum, $162,000.would 
come from the 'state and' $18,000 
would be funded by the City bf 
Benson. The F .AA would pick up.the 
balance of the cost of buying.land." 

In 1992-93, $100,000 is set.aslde 
for development of f'tre protection at 
the airport. Of that, $90,000 comes 
from the state and $10,0(30 would be 
local dollars, Again, any expenses 
above and beyond that are expected 
to be picked up by the FAA. 

In 1993-94, the largest construction 
work would take place at the airport. 
The state would kick in $198,000 and 
the city $22,000 for the grading, 
draining and surfacing of a runway 
apron. Other work to be performed at ' 
the airport includes construction of 
utilities, a parking lot for cars, and 
fences. Additional cash needed to 
complete the project would again 
come from the FAA. 

Money for the airport expansion 
comes from taxes paid by aviators. 
Flight property taxes, aviation fuel 
taxes and aircraft registration fees all 
are used to help maintain and expand 
airports in Arizona. 
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Federal dollars come from taxes 
on airline tickets. 

Over the next five years an 
estimated $245 million has been 
proposed to be spent on Arizona 
airports. Of that sum, $52 million 
comes from the state, $13 million is 
local funding and some $180 million 
is money funnelled through the FAA. 
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= Benson Airport 
= site meeting is 
I 
= setfor  Monday 

By JAC POLSGROVE 

I , , 
News Editor 

A public meeting to discuss The study is to be conducted in 
potential sites for a new Benson three phases over a nine-m0nth 

i Airport hasbeen scheduled for 6p.m. period, beginning in July. 
Monday, Oct. 30 at City Hall. The first phase of the report will be 
• A t  the meeting, Phoenix-based a presentation to the c i tyon the 

Coffman Associates, an airport consulting firm's progress to date. 
I planning and f'trm, will consulting" Ilaat presentation is the one scheduled 

.discuss about 13 proposed sites for ' for Monday night. 
the local airport, according to Larry During the f'trst phase of Coffman 

I Kreps, Benson'splanningandzoning Associates' research, the f'trm has 
administrator. .'onducted an inventory of possible 

During the meeting the consulting airport sites, compiled a report on 
firm will reveal its short list of three aviation forecasts in southeast 

I tofivesitesthatitrecommendsasthe Arizona, put together a list of 
location for the new airport, he said. requirements for a Benson Airport, 

Also attending the meeting will be and analyzed the potential 
I representatives from the city, the :levelopment of the 13 leading spots 

Federal Aviation AdminisWation,the ,pen which to locate an airport. 
stateDepartmentofTransportation's The Monday report to the publi c 
Aeronautics Division and the director atill cover that work and. 
of Cochise County's Planning and Following the Oct. 30 meeting, 
.Zoning Department, Kreps said. Coffman Associates will resume 

In July, the city hired Coffman further study of the leading three to 
I Associates to conduct site selection five sites for the airport and early in a 

study and develop a "mini" master 1990isexpectedtoreleasethesecond 
plan for the proposed airport. Benson phase of its study: selection of a final 

I officials used a $27,000 state grant location for the airport, Kreps said. 
and $3,000 in local dollars to hire the Another public meeting will be held 
f'a'm, at that time, he noted. 

Coffman Associates specializes in Then, the consulting firm will pull 
I airport development projects, and has together a report public final for 

done work on facilities in Tucson, presentation sometime in Apri11990. 
Ajo, nasa Grande, Coolidge, Sierra The state Department of 

I Vista and other Arizona cities, as Transportation earlier this month 
well as work in oUaer states, released a five-yearplan that included 

$500,000 funding for development 
over the next four years of a Benson 
Airport. 

Several leading sites for the Benson 
Airport are located west of town near 
the intersection of Interstate 10 and 
state Route 90. 

During a meeting of a Benson 
Airport Advisory Committee last 
spring, members voiced support for 
locating the airport west of town so as 
to attract aviators from east Tucson. 

Under  the state Transportation 
Department's five-year plan, an 
estimated $180,000 will be spent in 
1990-91 to purchase land for the 
airport. 

Of that sum, $162,000 would come 
from the state and $18,000 would be 
funded by the city of Benson. 

The Federal Aviation 
• Administration is expected to pick up 
• the balance of the cost of buying the 
land. 

Then, in the three years after that 
work is expected to get under way 
construct ing t h e  airport and 
developing fire-fighting systems at 
the facility. ° 

Money from that project will come 
from.city coffers, the state Department 
of Transportation and the FAA, with 
the lion's share coming from the 
federal government. 

I 
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Airport site narrowed to ' ! 
plots west of Benson 

. Z'." The report by Coffman Associates 

! iiMescal location d 
, '  .. : By JAC POLSGROVE 

t 4 ~ ,, .'P ° , ,  ~ . . .  News Editor 
,.: ". Four sites v/est of Benson have 
;"'. been selected as the potential home 
i 

; : ' e ra  municipal airport. 
; ,  J • During a Monday, Oct. 30 meeting 

~ . .  " .  . ~ ,  • • • 

• . ,~-of the Benson An'I~. rt AdvL~ory 
¢ 1 "  " 

, "Committee, a site 2 miles north of 
; ' . .Mesca l ,  two locations south of 
~;. • ..Interstate 10 on state Route 90 and a 
i j~ ~ .pameljustsouthwest of Benson were 

for further study. " 

[! [ ~ ;~ The committee selected those sites 
:: ! :'(please. see accompanying map).at 
-: the .recommendation of Coffman 
~ ~, :'Associates, a Phoenix-based airport 

! ;:~nsulfing firm thathas beenretained 
~ ~,.'b'y the city to develop a master plan 

t~: ~for a municipal airport. 
" ~;" -~ - Tliirteea sites ringing Benson have 
,.." n studied by Coffman Associates 

• ¢:.  during the past three months. Dining 
,,. ' :' the Monday  meeting, the consultants 
:- reviewed those locations and 
', " recommended that the four finalists 

be studied in more detail. 
• However, at least one of  the 

,possible airport sites is already 
• drawing fire. That location, the parcel 

2 miles north of Mescal on Mescal 
Road, is on state land and is adjacent 
to the Old Tucson movie set used 
primarily as the setting for Western 
movies and television shows. 
Currently, the ABC television 

:network is shooting portions of"The 
Young Riders" there. 

• During the m~fing, Daniel  ,..P.. 
Ky l~ ,k ,q : t ; r 'gb . i i~  inari,qgei: of  Old 
Tucson, told the committee his 
company opposes the Mescal site, 
which was the too-ranked location bv 

raws fire 

~! "~.IW~, ~ ld  .thd-r, ommittcc;!!hat 
iOId. Tucson officials~conside~. tirol 
. . . . . .  " "a " " " i e m  ' '~: '  ;Meseal=te .... ~ . n o ~ . . ~ .  ;: 

"Jets aren't a part of Western 
series," he said. Aylward lmted that 
several committee members had said 
earlier in the evening that an airport is 
necessary to help spark economic 
development in the Benson area. 

Construction of an airl3ort near the 
movie set would be"taking a negative 
step in economic development," since. 
fewer movies might be shot there. 

Larry Kreps, the city's planning 
and zoning administrator, echoed 
Aylward's comments about the 
Mescal site. 

Kreps recommended that t h e  
Mescal site be disregarded since 
extending city services ~o that location 
would be.expensive. rlt would cost 
us a fortune t o ' deve lop  an 
infrastructure that far~ut," he said.. 

However, Dan Barrera, chairman 
of the committee, said he supported 
continued study of that location. He 
said such a site is attractive since it is 
all state-owned land. 

The other top thr~e sites are all a 
blend of state and privately-owned 
property. 

Barrem said he supported further 
study of the Mescal site due to 
"interest on my beh~al f because of the 
ownership of the land." 

Other committee members agreed. 

was the first of lhree phases that 
combined will make up a nine-month 
study costing $30,000. About $3,000 
of that sum c9. m.es.fr..ofn c_ity.C_0ffers; 
the balance comes from a $27,000 
state g'mnL : 

During the first phase of the study, 
which culminated in Monday's oublic 
} i ¢ ~ I E g ~ :  X2offman .: Associates 

Th~ then' evaluated ~e 131-siteS~ 
and ranked them in descending order, 
of preference based on environmental ' 
and engineering factors, such as. 
topography, floodplain location, land- 
use patterns and nearby residential 
uses, access by roads and prevailing. 
wind pattehasJ. " • • ~. 

The 13 sites were then ranked in 
order of preference, with Coffman 
Associates recommending four sites 
.for further, detailed evaluation. The 
top-ranked site was the Mescal 
property. . . . . . .  

The committee's acceptance ofthe" 
consultant's four recommended sites 
sets the stage for the second phase of 
the study, which will irielude a. 
projection for the expected cost of an 
a i rpor t , . •  detai led :.. land.use 
requirements and other factors that 
coul d affect development of art airport 
at the four locations. 

A second public hearing will be 
held so .Coffman Associates .can 
discuss their findings regarding the 
four sites, according .to .James M. 
Harris, one of the principals o f  the 
t"trrn. ." 

The. next public,  hearing, will 
probably be held sometime between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, Harris 
said. 
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At that•  meeting,  a final 
recommended site for the airport will 
be reviewed. The third and final phase 
of the airport study will focus so161~, 
on that site, with a I'mal public hearing 
to be held sometime in the spring. 

During the Monday meeting, which 
drew a crowd of about two dozen 
area residents, Harrisnoted that much 
of the cost of de. velgping an airport in 

state or federal g~vernment. 
About $500,000 has been set aside 

in the state's transportation budget in 
the next five )-,'*~cars to cover thecost Of 
developing, an ai r~r t  in Berisbfi? ~' : 

Gary Adams, a representauve from 
the state ... Department o f  
Transpor ta t ion ' s  • Aeronautics 
Division, said the state funding ! s  
available for development ofa Benson: 
municipal airport. .. =.~: .... 

"Short and sirnple, yes, .I have the 
money in the bank," he s a i d . . :  • 

Harris noted that Benson's share 

The remaining 9 per~nt,  o f  the 
airport's cost will lm split between. 
Benson and the state of  Atiz~mai he 
said. .. ~.:~.~. - . ~  ,.~ 

Harris, when questioned b y  a, 
reporter, declined to speculate on how 
much the total cost will be to develop 
an airport. He said. those figures will 
be available once the second phase of 
Coffman.~.Associates', ~fepon :is: 
completed in late N o v e ~ . z  or 
December. ' " : . : "' " " 

When .pressed for ,  an---estimate~ 
figure, he noted that construction of 
just a4,300-foot runway at an airport 

• • . , t o . • 

outsidePho~mx recenflyiwas built at. 
a cost of about $450,000. " 

; . . . . . . .  ~ . . ~  . .  . . . . . . .  , , ; ,  , 

Coffman Assoc ia t e s  has 
recommended a 5,700-foot runway. 
in Benson, with that slab extended to 
7,000 feet by the yea~. 2010.~:., :' 
• Harris could notpmvide figures on 

other costs of developing an airport, . 
including navigational .: systems, 

of the cost of Aevelopment of the firefighting equipment, fighting and 
. airport will be ~ n  4 and 5 percent 
of the total., "~:~,~ ,, ,, . . .~c . , .~  . . . . . .  :,:. :.,. :- s u p p o r t  facilities.' -:; .~: :-~.: .:..: - - .:- 

. . . . . .  Harris .said studiea.:.don¢ by. 
; The .  . Fed'e~af:  ": i._Aviation CoffmanAssociatespredi.ctaBenso n 
Adminis f fa t i&~"i~Vi i lpa~t~;n~ airport .would hous¢:~about .23 
of the cost of the airport,'~nichwilli airplanesbyttmyear2010.Curmntly~ 
be built on a site about 400 acres i n  . aprivat~Iy-ownedair~peastoftown. 
size, Harris said. ' . : 7, .: : ' . . i  ?.. is hem* to abo0t twoairplanea. ~ , .!  
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i However, the 23 airplanes at the 
Bens0n airport would only represent 
a small percentage of the total 
i expected usage of the airport, hesaid. 
• An eztirnated 25,000"opea-ations" 

t  f :and lanain : ,wouta 

now, he said. 
That means, on average, by the 

year 2010 about 72a~ lanes  would 
either l~md or take off da i ly~ ing  h~ 
projections. ".~' ~; ~ ""~'t"" ,, ,, b:"" ~",' 

;,. Harris :said much?bf:ther traffic 
would M small planes using the 
~.m~. a ~*'a stopping-Off point on 
cro=-count~ travels o~ pilots flying 

!iti to visif 'KartchnerCavet~ State 
Park or other area attractions. 
• I4o~ever. includ~ hi the.,usage of 
the airport would be an ¢.~rnated 300 
"operafions'~ i a., ye~. f, by::, military 

- alrcraft~::Han~-: said..most., of:  the 
• mili t~ 'uses.wbuld: ' l~bably come 
rrora  fico r rur  



Mescal location leads 
airport list 

.A .se)COnd Z2-page section ck~, Wi~h 

By JAC P O L S G R O V E  
News Editor  

A site about two miles north'of 
Mescal is the leading contender as 
the location f0i" a new "Bens~. 
mtmicipal airport. 

That location, the top-ranked 
among 13 potential sites, is located 
on Mescal Road three miles north of 
Interstate I0 and the Mescal/J-Six 
interchange. It is directly across 
Mescal Road from the-Old Tucson 
Mescal movie seL which currently is 
King used as the soRing'for the ABC 
television se[)es,'The Y ~ i g  Ride~." 

Hugh Reilly, ex~utlve, directsF of  
marketing for Old Tucson, said art 
a~r~ ~ .from ~ . . M = ~  ,it, 
"wottldlg ~t concern." 

r2.rtairdy a f f ~ L "  ~ d . . i  : i : . 

not pose a ma~r..~ncem; .~¢= ram. 
makers couId",just halt tI~ shooting~ 

• . . , . • 

wh~..~.airplane flew ovcrlieM. 
Ho~za, er, the noise "of engines: 
~g ~ a~rorrcom ~t~r~ 
Wi~ movi~'/~dng m the ~ Whlch 
L,c  p ub.c.: - " 

.~tplmsebt~ 7airix~ Slm ~ 
.and n~.ter plan study., 

T/m.t report, ~-okem.up into fottr 
~e~tions. detailed various aspects that 
"~lI~ ~'feCt cxmsm~don p f a  .ally.-. 

• 'inveator~ t ~ ~  ~ d : u ~  
devdopinent pauerns ai~l o w n e n ~  
in ~he...~r~h.. a .!Xx~h, .,"..ou..tli~:o.t 

air,m~"~- -c~m)l - p~_ _ _<~as in"ai~ 
~msomu~a. 

focw.asts for aviation demands in the 
Be, risen area, followed bYa12"pag e 
outlindcovgriag requirements for.a 
.:l~son ~'porc 

A f~dq~cdon, containing nine 
pages, consisted of a "preliminary 
site analysis" covering 13 proposed 
locations for a Benson airport. That 
section examined the 13 sites 
surro~ding Benson. 

Oflthe 13 sites, eight are west of 
Benson. One was directly north of 
the City, while the remaining four 
were east of town. 

Th~ report examined allofthe sites' 
advantages in categories such as the 
locations' .vrox;mity to the city, 
highway access, runway orientation, 
acquisition costs, site development 
costs, floodplain setting, community 
disruption, future anticipated area 
development and other related 
matters. Scores ranging from 1 to 10 
were given to all of the sites in each of. 
the. 11 categories and the 13 
~rospecdve airport sites were then 
-anked in order of preference. 

The top sites are: 
• The leading contender, Site A 

~lease see accompanying map), is 
~cated about 11 road miles west and 
3rth of downtown Benson and three 
iles north of the Me.seal/J-Six 
. terchange on Interstate 10. Coffman 
ssociates gave itan overall score of 
5 out of a possible high of 110. . . 
This location is owned by the state 
:d is free of  development. The 
osest residential land is about halfa 
ile to thesouth, although the Old. 
leson Mescal movie .~t is directly I 
ross the mad from the propo .sod 
-port. : 

The second-highest-ranked 
.ation, Site D on the map, is about 
• miles west of downtown Benson 
I is o~e-half mile south of the 

intersection of Interstate 10 and 
Skyline Road (milepost299 on I- 10). 
It received a score of 77 out of 110, 
eight points less than the top-ranked 
site. 

Some of the land is pri';,ately- 
owned, but the majority is held by the 
state. 

• The third-ranked spot, Side I on 
the map, received the same s c o r e -  
77 - -  as the second-favorite site and 
is adjacent to and south of Interstate 
I0, just west of state Route 90. It is 
about four miles from downtown 
Benson. 

This site is nearly free of 
development, with the exception of 
two clusters of buildings. The land is 
primarily privately-owned, although 
the state does hold some of the 
property. 

• The fourth-ranked location, Site 
H on the map, is located farther south 
of  the 1-10 and Skyline Road 
interchange than the second-ranked 
choice. Coffman Associates gave this 
site a 72 score. 

One disadvantage to this site is that 
an underground pipeline cuts through 
part of the parcel being considered. 

• The closest residential land uses are 
' " x  

more than a mile to the northwest. 
The- other sites...--.' WMch were 

fe in ted  Monday by the city's Airport 
Advisory Committee - -  in order of 
ranking are: • . ,. 

• Fifth: Site E, 72 score. Located 
aboilt six road tniles to the west and 
north of  the Benson downtown area, 
it is about a mile notah of I-10 and 
slighflynortheast oftheSkylineRoad 
"interchange. 

• Sixth: Site J, 68 score. This is the 
existing Benson Airport east of town 
on AirportRoad. It is privately owned: 

• S e v e n t h :  S i t e  F ,  6 7  score. This  
location is about seven road miles 
west and north of downtown Bensoq 
and is about threa: miles due north of 
t h e  1 - 1 0  a n d  s t a t e  R o u t e  9 6 .  

• interchange. The state owns most of 
the land. 
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I * Eighth: Site C, 66 score• Located • Tenth: Site M, 63 score. Located 
10 road miles south and west of  on thesouth sideofI-10 aboutnine 

I downtown Benson. It is two miles roadmileseastofdowntownBenson. 
due south of I- 10 at the Mescal/J-Six Almost all the land is owned by the 
interchange and is just north of the state. 

I boundary of Coronado National • Eleventh: Site K, 59 score. 
Forest. Most of the land is privately Located north of 1-10 about severi 
owned, road miles to the east and north of 

Ninth: Site B, 64 score. Situated downtown Benson. 
I about 13 road m iles north and west of • Twelfth: Site L, also a 59 ranking. 

Benson, it is north and east of the top- Located south of I- 10, two miles east 
ranked site and is five miles from I- of U.S. Highway 80 and about four 

I 10 on Mescal Road. miles east and so  ot" downtov~n 

I 
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Benson. A new one-mile road would 
be needed to gain access to this site, 
which is almost all privately owned. 

• Thirteenth: Site F, a 52 rating. 
Located nearly seven road miles to 
the west and north of d o w n t o ~  
Benson. It is about three miles due 
north of the 1-10 and state Route 9 0  
intersection. Mostoftheland is owned 
by the state. 

. "o. , , o  o . . - . .  

.... . . . . .  ; , : ' : ,  , . .  
- - ' -  . . t  : .... 
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Benson officials making plans.for airport 
By Joe Salkowskl  
The Arizona Dally Star 

Beason city officials plan to build 
a regional airport they hope will 
stimulate business in the city. 

City officials met with consultants 
last night to decide on possible loca- 
tions for the airport, said Larry 
Kreps, Benson's planning and zoning 
administrator. 

Kreps said the airport probably 
will be built near Interstate 10 and 
Arizona 90, about 45 miles southeast 
of TucsOn.. 

"We know. of three individual 
businesses who have passed us by 
because we don't have an airport, 
and there may be others," he said. 

"We .hope. it will be a stimulus for 
economic development here." 

The nearest airfield to Benson is 
in Sierra Vista, just over a 30-minute 
drive from town, Kreps said. That 
distance is important because the 
federal government will not fund 
the construction of an airport within 
a 30-minute driveof another field, 
he said. 

City officials expect federal funds 
will pay 90 percent of the bill for the 
project, which is usual for most new 
airports, Kreps said. 

Federal money would be matched 
with $500,000 allotted f9 r the project 
in the Arizona Department of Trans- 

.portaflon's five-year budget. The de- 

Partment gave Benson $27,000 in 
January to help plan the airport, 
Kreps said. 

Kreps did not know how much the 
airport will cost, but said the city 
may have to hold a bond election to 
match $5,000 of the state's grant and 
pay for the rest of the projecL 

The airport, which could serve as 
home to as many as 30 planes In its 
first year, should be com.pleted in 
five to seven years, Kreps said. 

It also could serve as an alterna- 
tive to Ryan Field for small-plane 
pilots who live on the eastside of 
Tucson, Kreps said. 

Ryan Field is 15 miles southwest 
of Tucson. 
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-Council to pick top site for 
ne.w city airport Monday 
Facility expected to cost $7.8 million 

By JAC POLSGROVE 
News Editor 

A site immediately west of Benson 
and north of the intersection of state 
Route 90 and Interstate 10 is the 
leading contender as the setting for a 
Benson Municipal Airport, according 
to a study released Monday. 

An airport there is expected to cost 
more than $7.8 million, the study 
noted. 

Two leading alternate sites are 
outlined in the report. One spot is on 
Mescal Road about two miles north 
of Mescal Lakes and immediately 
east of the Old Tucson Mescal movie 
set. The other is located about a mile 
south of 1-10 and halfa mile west of 
SR 90. 

The Benson City Council is 
expected to select the location for a 
new municipal airport at a meeting 
set for 7 p.m. Monday, Dee. 18 at 
City Hall. 

The selection of the site for the 
airport will come after a presentation 
by officials with Phoenlx-based 
Coffman Associates, a n  airport 
consulting firm. The consulting firm 
reviewed five sites west of town and 

made recommendations about each 
in the study r e l ~  Monday. 

'The council has final .say over 

which site is picked. 
Coffman .Associates earlier had 

reviewed 13 prospective locations 
' ringing the Benson area at an Oct. 30 

meeting of the city's airport advisory 
committee. The committee picked 
four of the 13 sites for further study 
by Coffman Associates. 

In addition, one other leading 
location emerged in the past few 

_ weeks and was also studied by 

Coffman Associates. That spot was 
not among the ftrst 13 considered, 
but it is the top-ranked one in the 
report released Monday. 

The study by Coffman Associates 
identified the five top sites by letter 
designation. (Please see 
accompanying illustration.) 

The top-ranked site is marked E1 
on the map, and is located north of the 
intersection of SR 90 and 1-10 and 
just south of the Southern Pacific 
railroad tracks. 

"In consideration of its location, 
environmental conditions and 
estimated developmentcosts, SiteE 1 
appears to have the best overall 
potential for the development of the 
Benson Municipal Airport," the study 
noted. 

While site E1 was the top-ranked 
contender, two other parcels - -  sites 
A and I - -"also present a number of 
potential benefits to the siting of the 
proposed Benson Municipal Airport," 
the study said. 

"Site A is the least expensive t o  
develop, however, it is the farthest of 
the sites from the interstate, would 
require the use of an unpaved portion 
of Mescal road (at least during the 
initial period of development), and 
would necessitate a railroad. 
crossing," the report observed. 

"Site I is located the closest to 
downtown Benson and the closest to 
Kartchner Caverns, however, it is the 
second most expensive site to develop 
and is roughly 47 percent more 
expensive than site El," the study 
continued. 

Sites D and H were considered the 
least desirable for the development 
of the airport, due to "existing and 

potential land uses in the immediate 
vicinity, the presence of the El Paso 
Natural Gas pipeline, rough terrain, 
and high site preparation costs, 
particularly for Site H," the study 
concluded. 

The Coffman Associates study 
predicted it would cost $7,025,800 to 
develop an airport at Site A. That cost I 
includes $480,000 for property~ 
acquisition, $3,365,200 for site: 
preparation, $1.8 million for runway 
and apron paving, $1 million for 
hangar and building construction, 
$110,00Q for access road exsastruction" 
and $376,3.00 for utilities. 

Building an airport at Site El, the 
• leading contender, would cost about 
$7,833,600, including $720,000 for 
land purchases, $3.6 million for site 
preparation and grading, $1.8 million 
for runways, $1 million for hangars 
and buildings, $351,000 for utilities 
and $275,000 for an access road. 

The other top-ranked location, Site 
I, would cost $II,542,100 for an 

• airport to be built, including $1 millio n 
for land, $7,348,600 for "site 
preparation and grading, $1.8 million 
for a runway, $1 million for hangars 
and other buildings, $110,000 for an 
access road and $209,200 for utilities. 

The projected costs for the two 
lesser-ranked locations call for 
$9,893,500 to be spent at Site D and 
$13,648,700 at Site H. 

Copies of the report are available" 
for inspection at City Hall and the 
office of the San Pedro Valley News- 
Sun. 

Meetings of the City Council are 
open to the public and are held at City 
Hall, 160 S. Huachuca St. 
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T O P  S ITES - -  Five spots west  of Oenson are the leading finalists as will meet at 7 p.m. Monday,  Dec. 18 at City Halt, 160 S. Huachuca St., 
the location for a new municipal airport. The top-ranked of the five to review the five sites and receive a report on all leading locatiohs 
spots Is located north of the Intersection of state Route 90 and from a consulting firm. The council Is then scheduled Io pick the new 
Interstate 10 and Is marked "E 1" on  the map.  The Ben.son City Council  airpo~l's locat ion.  
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, A'irport plans 

put on hold 
15th site to be considered 

By JAC POLSGROVE 
News Editor 

The Benson City Council has put 
off deciding on a final site for a 
municipal airport while a consultant 
reviews yet another possible location 
for the facility. 

Coffman Associat.es of Phoenix, 
an airport consulting firm, in past 
months has reviewed 14 possible sites 
for a municipal airport. Their work 
was bein g done under a $27,000 grant 
joindy funded by the state Department 
of Transportation and the city ,of 
Benson. 

After narrowing the fist down to 
five finalists, two. representatives 
from Coffman appeared before the 
council on Monday, Dec. 18 and 
reviewed the five top contenders. 

Butcouncilman DavidDiPesosaid 
he wasn't impressed with any of th~ 
sites and pushed for the review of 
another spot, located north of the 
Southern Pacific railroad tracks about 
2-1/2 miles east of Mescal Road. 

After two hours of council 
discussion and public comments 
about the proposed sites, the City 
Council opted to table making a 
decision on the final site and directed 
City Manager Paul Nordin to d~.~--,,~_. 
financial terms with Coffman.~nd 
work out a way for DiPeso's site i~ be 
reviewed for consideration a~ ~me: 
furore meeting. 

The council's meeting came on the' 
heels of an earlier gathering on 
Monday of an Airport Site Sel0cti0n 
Committee which unanimously 

recommended that the City Council 
approve a site located about a 
north of the intersection of l n t e r ~ .  . 
10 and state Route 90. 

However, strong opposition foril~t 
site was voiced by some of t l~ 
estimated 50 people who packed Oity 
Hall for the Monday night corn!ell 
meeting. 

Kaye Getzwiller, who owns a ranch 
upon which part of the top-ranked 
site would be located, said she doe .an... 't 
support construction of an alrpoi~-"l; 
don't lhink the "whole thin ~ is  
sensible," she said. 

Max Barnett, who also lives near 
one of, the airport site finalists, said he 
"question(s) the necessity" and' 
"current and future use" o f  a 
m~ci#.alr_port. 

Although some criticism was 
directed towa~ the ahlxm sites, much 
of the concern voiced at the meeting 
-- especially among counci l  
members themselves -- was the 
financial viability of a muni.cipal 

Councilman Dick Hamilton asked 
where the money for an airpo~would 
come from. 

Coffman estimates tbe cost for a 
fully-developed airport bttilt in stages 
ov~r the next two decades to range 
from a low of $7 million tolm much 
as $13.6 million, d c ~ g  upon tl~ 
location. 

Of that sum, the Federal Aviation 
Administration has said it will pay 91 
percent, with the state and the city 
splitting the tmlance. 
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Basedon those estimates, the city's 
share would still come to a minimum 
of more than $300,000 and could be 
as high as double that sum. City 
off'~cials have repeatedly said in the 
past-- and said so again Monday-- 
that they plan to build the airport 
without having to raise taxes or hold 
a bond election. 

Nordin confessed to the council 
that he "was surprised at the 
magnitude" of the estimated built- 
out costs of the airport. 

He said development of the facility 
will be vying against "competing 
projects" such as landf'tll neexls, 
development of Fourth Street, a city 
park expansion project and the need 
to expand the city's wastewat~ 
facility. 

Hamilton said he thought the 
"priority of this airport ought to be 
down near the bottom" of the list. 

Mayor Richard Saenz agreed with 
concemsabout thecostofdeveloping 
the airport. "Where in the beck are we 
going to get the money?" he asked. 

Saenz also noted that the city faces 
an uncertain future with the state 
Lcgislathre eyeing reduction of state- 
shared revenues, the cost Benson will 
have to begin paying Coehise County 
to house pdsone~ and the expense of 
operating an ambulance service. 

Council members at first toyed wi~ 
the idea of canceling the ailpdrt study 
~fifri~l~, btit Nb'rdin suggeSted'they 
"Iettl~stud), go through to its logical 
conclusion." 

N0rdin said the study could be 
modified to reflect DiPeso's 
suggestion that another site be 
considered. Nordin recommended 
keeping the study alive. 

"We"re already 90 percent 
pregnant, we might as well have the 
baby," he said. 

DiPeso agreed, predicting,''We'll 
need an airport in the future." 

Hamilton agreed to go along with 
expanding the study to include 
DiPeso's recommended location, but 
asked if Coffman would charge more 
to add the new site. 



"We think that would be 
rektsonable," said James M. Harris, a 
Coffman representative. 

Under the terms of the agreement 
between the city and Coffman, the 
consulting firm agreed to look a ta  
specific number of sites. In reviewing 
14 locations, it apparently has fulfilled 
that requirement. 

Nordin and Coffman 
representatives will meet in the future 
to determine how much.more the 
consulting firm will be paid to review 
DiPeso's suggested site. 

While the review of DiPeso's 
recommended site is undertaken in 
thew~ks ahead, its examination does 
not kill the chances for the other five 
top sites to ultimately house the 
airport. 

The five sites still in the running 
are: 

• A parcel immediately east of the 
Old Tucson Mescal movie set on 
Mescal Road. That spot is about 2 

• :miles north of Mm~eal.~kc~ lind i s  
F" ~ S  tavocRe.-. " " " 

; "I like Site A (the Mescal loc~. "on) 
myself," S~r~  said . .  

Old Tucson officials have in the 
past expressed concern abouf having 
an sirpoa next door. 

However, several people at the 
meeting downplayed Old Tucson's 
predictions that the airport there 

.~would hurt their'business, which in 
:lama would have a negative economic. 
".mapaet on Bens~.  .... 

"Old Tueson's  never brought any 
money to me," Sacaz  said. 

The previously top-ranked site 
located north of the intersection of I- 
I0 and SR 90. 

• Two parcels located south of the 
Skyline exit on Interstate I0. Both 
locations would have interrupted 
exlsting raneh'mg opba'atlons and were 
low-ranked options by Coffman's 
representatives. They appear to have 
slim chan~e of winning council 
approval. _ . " ' " 

• A tract imm~!_n!ely west of SR 
"90 and about f-l/2 miles south Of its 

intersection with 1-10. 
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ffi ! I Benson o cials, 
e t s w  igh | : ..... r siden e 

airport proposal I Propo,s.ed site 1 . . . . . . . . . . .  ! 

i By Joe Salkowsk, I ~ - !~"~i-S ~i/~St rip The Arizona Dally Star 
A pilot flying over Benson's airport would have dlf- ARIZONA ti ] 

I ficulty distinguishing the single dirt runway from any t_ ~ " ] 

number of unpaved roads near the small Southern Arl- ,] .I ~ ~  S..,o.__.. 
zona town. I ~ ~ ~ 

Planes rarely land there, usually passing over the 
I city on their way to airports in and around Tucson, L / z 20 r~Jes ~ ~ " "  

about 45 miles to the northwest.. 
Some city officials believe a new airport would Jon Has.sen, TheArtzona Daily Star 

I 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

bring both planes and business to Benson, and have com- 
missioned a $30,000 study to look into the idea. 

But the proposal has yet to find much support 
among the city's 4,000 residents or their elected offi- 
cials, many of whom feel the city has better things to do- 
than 'investing in the air. 

"The council feels that Beason might need a new 
airport someday, but not right now," said Vice Mayor 
Dick Hamilton. "I can't see how the benefit would out- 
weigh the expense." 

Construction and operation costs for a new airport 
invBeason could run anywhere from $7 million to 
$13.6 million in the next 20 years, depending on where it 
isbuilt, according to Coffman Associates, a Phoenix- 
based airport consulting firm. 

Federal and state grants would pay for more than 
95 percent of those costs, a factor that weighed heavily 
In,the city's decision to study a new airport. Such grants 
a reao t  available for upgrades to current airports. 

But that study showed Benson would have to pay at 
least $340,000, a figure that has dampened enthusi- 
asm for the project among Benson officials. 

"When we got this proposal back, I must say that 
drIe bf the more shocking things I saw was the cost," Ben- 
~OtrMayor Richard Saenz said last week during a council 
meeting. 

"Though we liked the concept of a new airport, in 
hll,~good conscience I must say that (the cost) will be a 
major consideration," he said. 

The council was scheduled to vote on a site at that 
ra~eting, but tabled the proposal instead to reconsider 
both the sites the consultant selected and the financial 
commitment choosing one of those sites would entail. 

The site the COnSultant preferS cuts into Kay Getz- 
willer's ranch northwest of town, and under preliminary 
pla'Ks the access road to the site from InterState 10 would 
pass, through land owned by her and another local 
rancher, Dave Harlan. 

"That road is going right down the middle of me - -  
tlie 'whole thing would be a mess," GetzwiUer said at 
last week's meeting. "I don't think the whole thing is 
sensible - -  including the airport itself. The road cer- 
tainly i sn ' t . " .  

Harlan said he probably could live with theairport 
if'The access road were routed away from his prop-- 
erty. But he said an airport shouldn't be built on the 
gL.~Strrnpti0n that it will spur economic development in 
Benson. 

"The concept has some credence, but I think we're 
"getting the cart before the horse," he said. '2 would 

I l l . t o  see some information that shows an airport would 
indeed solve some of our economic problems." 

Allan Samuels, an airport engineer for the Arizona 
Department of Transportation, said many industries re- 
quire an airport to do business. 

"Industries frequently look for airports in a new site 
liRe :they used to look for available railroad tracks 
otiS.hundred yearS ago," he said. "Without an airport 
your community is handicapped in appealing to modern 
industry." 

Gary Adams, director oi the state Transportation 
Department's aeronautics division, told those at last 
week's meeting that an airport would definitely bring 
business to Benson. 

"Airports, whether you agree with them or not, 
mean business. They bring tax dollars to communities, 
and carry economic development wherever they go," he 
said. 

But Harlan said such promises aren't enough. 
"If it can be shown with reasonable certainty that 

there would be a substantial payback on the invest- 
ment within, say, the next five yearS, it (the airport) 
would indeed gain priority in my mind over other 
things the community plans to do with its money," he 
said. 

City Manager Paul Nordin said the city could afford 
to pay for the airport, but only at the expense of other 
planned city projects such as construction of a land- 
fill, upgrading the city's wnste-water plant and improve- 
ments to city streets and parks. 

"Right now the airport is at the bottom of that list," 
Hamilton said. He added that there aren't many people 
in town willing to make such sacrifices for an airport. 

"I've lived here for 50 years, and I know the people. 
There aren't many who want the thing built. If anyone 
did want it, they certainly didn't say so at the public 
hearing," he said. 

Councilman Jim Crawford agreed, saying the air- 
port may have to wait a few yearS. "We need to look 
at other things on the burner before doing this," he 
said. 

But Crawford feels Benson needs a new airport - -  
eventually. 

"I think that in the long run if we're going to do any 
development, we need as many avenues of transporta- 
tion as possible, and nobody could deny that," he said. 

"It's something in the city's future. I don't think it's 
going to happen this year or next, but it will be some- 
thing we'll need to look at down the road." 
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Benson Airport hearings 
scheduled Feb. 14 and 19 

By JAC POLSGROVE 
Managing Editor 

PlAns to build a proposed municipal 
airport west of Benson will be the 
focus of two meetings in coming days. 

A meeting of the Bcnson Airport 
Planning and Advisory Committee 
has been scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 14. That meeting, 
which is open to the public, will be 
held at City "Hall, 160 S.HuachucaSt. 

And on Monday, Feb. 19, the 
Benson City Council is expected to 
review a f'mal sil~ being studied as 
the possible location of the airpo~ 
The council also meets at City Hall 
and its meetings are also open to the 
public, ": . . . .  

The advisory committee meeting 
will feamreapresentation by Coffman 
Associates, a Phoenix-based airport 
consulting In:in, of a recent study 
conducted on h 15th possible site for 
a municipal airport. 

Previ'onsly, Coffman examined i4 
proposed sites ringing Benson and 
proposed five finalists, a 

recommends)ion approved by the 
City Council. 

In December, following further 

study of the five final sites, CoffmaJ 
again presented a review of thos,, 
locations to the council. At that time 
Councilman David DiPcso proposex 
that yet another possible site Ix 
studied. That site is locatec 
imhaediately north of the Southen 
Pacific railroad tracks and a coupl. 
of miles east of Mescal Road. 

The council later approvec 
spending about $300 as its share o: 
about $3,000 needed to pay Coffrnar 
to study DiPeso's suggested site. Th~ 
bal~ce of the cost of the expandex 
study was picked up by the Arizom 
Department of Transportation' 
aerqnautics division. 

Representatives from Coffinan wil 
• appear at both the airport advisor). 

committee and the City Counci 
meetings to review the 15th site. 

: In addition, the council previousl: 
askedCoffman Associates toprepar. 

i an"economic assessment report" tim 
will detail the projected eeonomi 
benefits to the Benson area fret 
construction of a municipal airpori 

That report will be made publi 
during theairportadvisoryeommitte 
meeting. 
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By JAC POLSGROVE 
Managing Editor 

A ~Site:northwcst of Bcnson has 
been selected as the future home of a 
proposed $9.3 million municipai 
airport. " 

But city voters will probably first 
get a chanceto speakat the polls on 
whcthc~ a Benson Municipal Airport 
should even be built .... , " - " 
,. By a 4-I vote, the Benson. City 
Council on Monday, Feb. 19 chose a 
site north of the Southern Pacific 
railroad tracks, and about three miles 
wcst.ofNorth Ocotillo Avenue as the 
homc of a proposed city-run airport: 
• At that meeting, the council also 

dirocted City Managc~ Paul Nordin 
to look into gating measures placed 
on a Juneelection ballot seeking non- 
binding advice from Benson residents 
on whether any city funds should be 

Site E-1 ~ the .patce! 
recommended by the airport advisory 
group and . t he  Phoenix-based 
consul t ing ,  firm. of Coffman' 
Associates'-k-ls 16c/~t/~d directly n0rtli 
of the intersection of state Route 90 
and Interstate10 and immb.dia.tely~ 
south of of the railroad tracks. That 
site has :'dr/awii s o m e .  critici.sm,~ 
prim~irily from residents of the area. 

Siu/F-l:"'" the cotiricil's pic~.4-.{ 
Was initially'  reeommehded, by.'. 
Councilman David DiPeso late last 
year and later was siudied as part ~)f a: 
supplemental :$3,000 'review :by: 
Coffman: A.ssociates. No one sp~k¢ I 

' in opposition;io site F-1 .durin~ a: 
M0nd~y public he.trine held prior to~ 
the'council's ~,ote;" ' '~" v,,, . .  

th~rd-rankod proposed location: 
spent on building the airport. .If '.2." ~site~.A .:'-.' ~,as: ,nbt"se'riouTsly: 
advisory measures about Whether to : consRlered ab the. councd .meeung'~ 
buil~l the airport are placed before the That stte ~s located dtrectly .e~t of'the: 
public, they would most likely be Old T u c ' ~ " ~ , i o ~ l e  set:0n: 
votedonduringaJuncel,eetion when Mescal Road. : . . . . . .  
Benson..residents will be asked DiPeso made a motion to select 
whethei"or not to issue'S430.000 i n  site F-1 as the home of the proposed 
bonds i0pay for expansion of Lions airport, with Councilman Jim 
Park.' ~'." " " .  : ' " :  - " Crawford seconding the motion. 
Ihpi~king'thefinafsitetZor ' th6 Mayor Richard $aenz and 

hdme~(of'the' prbp6~l mdnieiti~l 'Councilman Dan Barreravotedalong 
au-po.~; the City C6uncd acted with Crawford and DiPeso in favor; 
contrary~ the rccomraendanons of of site F-l, while CounciUnan Jim 
£ @ / t , S ~ ~ ~  Mellcntine cast'thc sole"no" vote. In 
the airport and a council-appointe~ amovethatsidestcppedtakingastand 

• .~..nsonA~ffAdviso/TCommiflee; on the matter, Councilman Dick 
~th...of which', .suggestM locating the) tlamilton only answered "present" 
awport at another location west of during the voting ~ which counted 
ibwn., : , , .  ; ..... , . ,  ~ ..... : . .  as neither a no, yes or abstention. 
~iD.dring "a "Wednesday, Feb.~ 14~ Councilwoman Sylvia gothehnieh 
meetingoftheairportadvisorygrrup~ was absent from the meeting.. . . . . . .  
p~el  members,voted unanimo~ly. According to the st/pplemehtal 
in support :of s!te "E.I," which is study conducted by Coffman 
l~caied roughly. ~uth~st  of ~il~ Associates, the long-term cost ot" 
dSunCil'ssele&i0a,"F~l.." " buildinganairportatsiteF-1 ismom 

I 
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expensive than any of the three top- 
ranked conW.nders 

Cortman 
development cost estimates ~22"b~; 
about a 20-year period-- pegged site 
A at$7 million,site E- 1 at $7.8 million 
and site F-I at $9.3 million. 

Of the expected $9.3 million tab 
for development of site F-l, the 
Federal Aviation Admiai~tration 
would pick up 91 percent of'Ua¢)~rst;: 
w ith:.'.tt/e ,:sta{~" .Depai'tr~'ei~t;~b~ I 
Transportation and the city of Benson: 
splitting the 9 percent balance .-=: or 
about $420,000 each, spread over the 
next two decades. 

Much of the additional expense at 
site F-l stems from a planned three- 
mile road leading to the airport from 
Ocodllo Avenue that is projected to 
cost about $825,000. 

During a public hearing held prior 
to the council's vote, Leslie Stafford, 
of Coffman Associates reviewed he r  
firm's recommendations on site F-I:: 
Stafford said there are "nor a lot o f  
opportunities here to squecz~ a 
runway in" although them is one flat 
piece of land that is "adequate." 

Stafford said the laccess road 
runmng fromNorth Ocotillo Avenue 
to the airport world have to pass 
"through fairly rough terrain." 

Another negative factor is the 
proximity to site F-1 ofhigh-power. 
electric transmission lines nearby that 
would "not be preferable", in locating 
an airport, lilthough FAA guidelines 
woul d allow construction, of t  field at. 
the site, she said. 

During the public hearing, nine 
people ad~lressed the council about 
the airport. 

Virgil Haverty of Benson said site 
F- 1 word d not be opposed by him. He 
said building an airport at the F- 1 site 
would force pilots a'aveling from 
Tucson to drive to Ocotillo Avenue 
to get to the.facility. And that would 
draw some extra dollars into the 
community ~ a situation that 
appeared to draw strong support from 
the council. 

Access roads to the other sites 
generally lead to intersections on 
In~d~ate lowest of town. 



AIRPORT'S NEW HOME - -  This site west of 
Benson was picked Monday, Feb. 19 by the City 
Council as the new home of a proposed municipal 
airport. Access to the airport will be gained via a 

proposed road, shown on the Illustration above 
running ,host from North Odotillo Avenue to the 
airport, located three miles to the west. The airport 
is expect'ed to eventually (~ost about $.9.3 million. 

• Benson me/chant Wally Z e ~ n g  
owner Of Zearing's Mercantile on 

l~-q~t Fourth Street m questioned the 
need for an airport at all. Zearing said 
the council should be focusing its 
energy on helping local businesses 
" _'d~:...'~arccl~at an .a1:a~ng rate." 
- ~'W]~y ~.~0~ thinkof Our ~wn 

fn~..9" he&~l~l lhe council:.' " 

However, St. David residentHarold 
W. "Bud" Frarer said the city would 
be getting a bargain on the airport 
since the stale and FAA are picking 
up more than 95 percent of the tab. 
"~ "I believ~ that.this airpoi-t :will ~:- 
really advantl~g~buS t o  the. 
• eommtlnity, H~e* said. 

,/Gary Adams of the state 
Department of Transportation told 

council that it will be at least five 
to seven years "before there is an 
airport ready for planes to land Out 
there." 

Adams told thecouncil it is making 
"a wise move on your part" to continue 
studying the feasibility of an airport, 
noting lhat "it'S not binding on the 
communiw that you actually go out" 
and build the airport. 

Adams noted that airports are "one 
of the keystones of economic 
development" for communities. 

Mayor Richard Saenz later echoed 
Adams' comments. Saenz said that 
When he discusses Benson with 
potential industrial fkms that might 
want to locate here, one of the first 
questions he is asked is "where's the 
rail spur" in relation to the ioca~on of 
the airport.- , .  . . . .  . .  

Saenz said Bensgn lost. a potential 
industrial firm last smnmer to Eloy in 
part because rids city did not have 
airport. 
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!! Benson officials select 
I another site for airport 

B y  Joe Saikowskl 
The Arizona Dally Star 

Benson officials have chosen an- 
•other slte for a new ai rpor t  about 
th ree  miles northwest ol town, but 
a r e  not sure they will need it. 

The Beason City Council decided 
last  week to continue studying a pro- 
posed airport  for the city. 

The site, about two miles north of 
Inters ta te  I0 and three miles west of 
Ocotillo Road, was chosen af ter  an- 
o ther  proposed location just to the 
south drew cri t icism f~om area  resi- 
dents.  

"It 's  still closer to me  than I 'd 
like," said Kay Getzwiller, who owns 
a ranch about a mile south of the 
new site. 

The site originally recommended  
b y  Coffman Assoclatesj a Phoenix-  
based airport  consulting firm work- 
Ing for the clty, would have required 
an  access road through Getzwiller 's  
ranch.  

The new' location m about 45 
miles  southeast of Tucson m also 
provides easier  access to Ocotillo 
Road, which city merchants  hope 

• would lead airport  users into down- 
town Be~on. 

Coffman est imates a new ai rpor t  
would generate  $33 mllllon In eco- 
nomic benefits to Benson In tlxe 20 

• yea r s  after construction begins. 
It would take $9.3'milllon to build 

and operate  t h e ' a i r p o r t  during Its 
f irst  20 years.  Fede ra l  and state 
aviat ion grants would p a y / o r  95 per-  
cent  of those costs, meaning the air-  
por t  would cost Benson about 
$466,000.  

City Manager  Paul Nordln has. 
sa ld  Benson could afford the airport ,  
but  that it would have to compete for 

 :77G 
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iii:: i~i!~!~!~!i-":!~)3..: "..~ , ' 
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The Arizona Daily Star ' 

iun~in l  with other  city projects,  including a new landfill, 
an upgrade of the city's waste-water  plant and im- 
provements  to streets  and parks .  

" I  don't think it (the a i rpor t )  is feasible - -  there 's  
too.many things to do first," Getzwiller  said. 

• Wallace Zearing, who owns Zearing's  Mercantile in 
Beason, said money proposed for the project would be 
be t te r  spent revitalizing the ci ty 's  downtown. .  

"The city should concent ra te  on doing something 
f.Q.r, its businesses, which a r e  closing at an alarming 
ra~¢" he said. "You have to have a living, growing town 
bct0re  you build an a l rpon .  

Councilman Dick Hamilton proposed that the issue 
be put to an advisory vote on a June ballot, to gauge 
public  opinion on the airport .  

,We 've  had a lot of discussion, but not much. has 
been heard from the people  who'l l  pay  for it," said Ham- 

llton, who asked city s taffers  to come up with wording 
for the resolution. "We need to get people 's  view on 
thls." 
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Shoot down airport 
• ~ To the Editor:. 

Once again the Benson Airport is 
on the front burner. For the life of me 
I don't know why. What can possibly 

" l~ethe advantageofspending so much 
taxpayers' money ~ be it city,county, 

. .  state ~ federal--- for something that 
wilbenefit so few l~eople? • ' 

Ther~ could hardly be more than a 
handful of people in this area that 
would benefit from an airport and 

• there are private ones that I 'm sure 
could be used~ : "~ ' ~ " '  :,. 

-Instead of the airpo/:t, let themput  
in a good golfe0~, e, Something t h a t  

• 'eve.ryone can use and which m a y  
i- .hold some'of the peop..le that 0bm~e t o  

- f ; . ' ,  . . _ ' , .  . ~! - ,  - ~ . ~ I=~ "  ; . _  

:.:.::: v ~ t  ~ n e r C a v e r u s  f~" me tlian,: 
" , "  ~ : .  ~'~. ~ ' -  . 7 :  ~ ' ~ " "  " * ~  . '  " "  " r .  - ; .  

• -.AI~ fewhours It ~kes to go through 
• " " t h ~ e a v ~  - . ~  ~' ,~i~ ,-:,-.<,. , 
• :, -while I 'm at h, Iview theprison a s  
: :  ~ .utaflesimS|e..for: Benson. ,There are • 
[ ~ ! '  " ' q _  ~ , ' , . ' ; ; ?~5 ' . . ' -  :.:.'~.. , . : ,~ -" . - - ' .  • • ~'(~" . , .~, 

,,. fe@ businesses m town. that cannot.-: 
", .;livewi~Outthelmson,but~k, laocould 
:.'.. ; ,~'~.. lv_e i f  the to t.mS!s pae. ~ed up a .~.!:, 
~" laf'gF~'..,~;.~- ;-,.-:~-':>;> ~ _ ~ :  ~i__.~..::.....:, ..~...; they won't. 
:~ <. ~@,--~.=. :,,.-.Gordon Davenport--, Go ahead, Benson. Build this 

.~  . , ; - - ~ , , , ' ~ - ~ . , ,  • . . r . .  .. . , ,  . . . . - ,  " " 

• "-,;'-~ ~ "~ -*'-' . . . .  ...... :',- ' . . . .  "- "airport near Mescal and the growth • ;~.>, ~-~--:'~-. ~:~,:s ..... ~ .... St. Dawd.-  
-, .-'-~."+, ~--~;:,-:. ' - -  ," .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ;' :you subsidize will not be your own, 

P a t r k k  Dan le l s  
Benson.  

' 'Airp q sti - oft ue ons 
~N .,rT ° ,r the Editor:. 

i , , , " ' 

t .~.LocaunganatrponateaherMeseal - 
Site over 12 miles away seems an 
i J  • nteresung proposition. Some basle 
qhestions need to be answered. 

Why would anyone who flies 
[ffindreds of miles want to drive an 
~dditional 12 miles to rest, sleep, eaL, 
• , • 

e(c? The answer is simple: they won't. 
"Those services will be provided in 

an area ~recdy .surr~.nding the 
~ 'por t .  
• How will Benson businesses 
~mPser with an airport situated so far 
~iway? The answer is again simple: 
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Vote on airport 
To the Editor:. 
The airport is on hold. How could 

it ever have gotten out of the holding 
pattern7 

The need for an airport in Benson 
rivals the need for a boat basin in St. 
David. • 

To start with, the $8-14 million 
construction costis not free. It comes 
straight from the taxpayer. This is a 
group to which most of us belong. 

Next, what guarantee is there that it" 
.will be used enough so the day-to- 
day expenses can be met and not 
subsidized by the. city7 

Who wants that kind of traffic 
flying around, anyway'/, This is a nice 
quiet community. Let's keep it that 

-/way..-; , . 

• l~would think'it should*come to a 
. ,  : , , , ~ .  ~ . ~  

vote before any m o ~ m  ~ i s  sp~. t. 
• G o r d  .on. Dave n p or t  

St. David  
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ANCHORAGE KANSAS CITY PHOENIX 
(907) 272-4455 (8i6) 9z~2-92OO (602) 993-6999 

733 W. 4th Avenue, Suite 302  
Anchorage, AK 99501 

13OO E 104th Street 
Suite 1OO 

Kansas City, MO 64131 

11022 N. 28th Drive 
Suite 240 

Phoenix, AZ 85029 


