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San Pedro Valley News-Sun

STATE OF ARIZONA }
COUNTY OF COCHISE

Pamela Harlan

PUBLISHER’S AFFIDAVIT

Agent to the Publisher

[ LEGAL NoOTICE_]

t== - Chy of Berson
Request for Proposcls

Municipal Alport Site Selec-
tion and Master Plan Study

The City of Banson i seeking
proposal for professional and
technical services from qualified
‘ consultonts with appropriate ex-
perience in akport plonning and
‘enginaernng. The objective of the

study bto onciyze, document,
mdvoeonmondasno'omm'w ’
nicipd oirport which vill qualy for
inclusion in the State and Fedexat
oirport systems.

The scope and charocter of

the proposed study is fully de- .

scribed in the request for pro-

30 kets avallable ot
g:monp%clty Holl. Proposais
meeting the guidelines as de-
scribed in the request for pro-
posal packets shall be ac-
cepted by the city unfil 430 p.m.,

Mauntain Standard Time, Frickay, |

June 9, 1989 ot City Hall, 160 &
Huochuca Street Benson, Arl-
zona. Maling address P.O. Box
2223 Berwon, A 85602
’ conceming this

Ay questions
© RF.P. thould be directed to Mr.
" Lomy Krept, Benson Planning &

Zoning Administeator, (602) 586

Y
, Publeh May 11,1669
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baeing first duly sworn, deposes and says that he/she is the
of the SAN PEDRO VALLEY NEWS-SUN, a newspaper of general

circulation published in Benson, Cochise County, State of Arizona; That the

City of Benson

Request for Proposs's

Municipal Airport Site Selection and

Master Plan Study

a copy of which is herelo attached, was published in said
newspaper for ____L__ consecutive week(s), the first

publication being in its issue dated the ____lltb__
May 19 89

day of

, and the last

publication being in its issue dated the..______ day of

y ) , 19

Subscribed and sworn to before me _._LZ__ day of

Wdﬂ ,19&2.
/74 K e Hell
My Commission expires April 21 19 90




San Pedro Valley News-Sun

PUBLISHER’S AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF ARIZONA }
COUNTY OF COCHISE

Pamela Harlan being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he/she is the

Agent to the Publisher of the SAN PEDRO VALLEY NEWS-SUN, a newspaper of general

circulation published in Benson, Cochise County State of Arizona; That the

— P u bl lc N O t | ce Alrport Meeting — City of Benson

~ AIRPORT
MEETING

The City of Benson, via a state grant,
has contracted with Coffman Associ-
ates to conduct a Benson Mumclpal
Airport site selection and mini mas-
ter plan. The consultants will con-
duct this study in three phases. The
phase | report to the city will be
conducted at 6:00 P.M. on October

copy of which is hereto attached, was published in said

ewspaper for 1 consecutive week(s), the first

19th

ublication being in its issue dated the day of

October .19 88 , and the last

ubscribed and sworn to before me _2_4___ day of

@c/ '199?
. / g
April 21 1990

Benson ihe Beautlful b

- “Clean up,
Paint Up,

Keep it up!”

y Commission expires
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San Pedro Valley News-Sun

PUBLISHER’S AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF ARIZONA }
COUNTY OF COCHISE

Pamela Harlan being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he/she is the

Agent to the Publisher of the SAN PEDRO VALLEY NEWS-SUN, a newspaper of general

circulation published in Benson, Cochise County, State of Arizona; That the

Public Hearing

City of Benson

Airport Site Selection

- PUBLIC. HEARING a copy of which is hereto attached, was published in said
. . AIRPORT STE SELECTION
' ‘comclm. cffym ?\'olgcngnU ;:LI: é news ar for 1
HEARING 10 review the Phase 1 pap

consecutive week(s), the first
repot from Coftman Assockates, ’
and fo select the best of four

e o he tocation for the future publication being in its issue dated the __30th

‘J ﬁm%ﬂwmswd‘
Decomber November 1989
. la mqataooPM in the Clty |

Councll chambers, 160 louth]

Huochuda, Atzona.

hond 5, oent, Mayor publication being in its issue dated the_—day of

day of

, and the last

| , 18 ﬂ)

Subscribed and sworn to before me 7 day of

Vores 1927

Apnl 21 1990

My Commission expires
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San Pedro Valley News-Sun

PUBLISHER’S AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF ARIZONA }
COUNTY OF COCHISE

Agnes Rose Baird

being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he/she is the

Agent to the Publisher

of the SAN PEDRO VALLEY NEWS-SUN, a newspaper of general

circulation published in Benson, Cochise County, State of Arizona; That the

City of Benson — Public Hearing

Airport Site Selection

[_LecGAL NOTICE _]

PUBLIC HEARING

o O aPUBLIL: a copy of which is hereto attached, was published in said

this Public Hearing, Coffman As- newspaper for consecutive week(s), the first

it on eco- publication being in its issue dated the — 1St

the surouncing communtties. Febmary 19 90

day of

, and the last

Courcil Chamben. 190 3. publication being in its issue dated the—____day of

, 19
(s 7mc Ak

Subscribed and sworn to before me __._Lé_ day of

\frlj 4. : ,1920_.

U

April 21 1990

My Commission expires




Area pilots backing

\§
R
J\

city airport proposal

By Laurie Tipling

" Local pilots and aeronautics sup-

poriers say Benson would be better
off with an airport,

. “Benson could become a more
viable commercial center if it had an
airport,” said John Cook, a pilot who
is employed with the Adult Protec-
tive Services, 4

Cook said Benson represents a
“urning point” for pilots who want
to fly south. “They could land here
and stay overnight— revenue for the
city.”

Jack Comaduran. Substation

Supervisor for AEPCO, is also a pi-
lot. He pointed out the convenience
aspect for the community, as well as
the potential for new businesses.
- “Commuter aircraft would give us
atieto Phoenix and Tucson, bringing
business into town that would have
otherwise had to go somewhere else
to gas up,” he said.

Funding for an airport, up to 90
percent, is available through a state
program and 95 percent is available
through a federal government aid
program.

Gary Adams from the Department
of Acronautics said: “Busincsses
won't relocate to an arca without an

" airport. It's a proven statistic.”

"+ More money is available now, he
said, especially for secondary air-
ports—those with lessthan 10 based
airplanes and less than 2,000 opera-
tions (1ake-offsand landings) per year.

The Department of Acronautics
will work with the community on

“everything from safety studies to-

environmental studies, Adams said.

“It’s yours. You have to live with it,
‘and we want you to be happy with

(the airport).”

Gerald Patton, J-6 resident and
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base
employee, pointed out another as-
pectin favor of an airport being built
here — jobs for the community. Pat-
ton has announced his candidacy for
the House of Representatives.

“If we could attract small compa-
nies that are labor intensive to em-
ploy our people here,” he’said, “we
stand a much better chance of keep-
ing our children here,”

Fuel taxes, uscr fees, and hanger
rentals are various ways an airport
would generate revenue, he said,

Mahlon MacKenzie, a broker at.

ERA Realty and a pilot, echoed the
concerns of - other pilots - —
Comaduran and Cook - when he
expressed concern over vandalism of
their planes and others’ at the air strip
they currently use. “We'd like a little
security for these aircraft,” he said.

- MacKenzie said thé first thing to
look at wher coﬁ‘gidénﬂg a piece of
land for a raniway Is the direction of
the winds. “They should be east-to-
west with a slight southerly oricnta-
tion., The length and any obstacles
also need to be considered.”

- He said an ideal location would be
between Benson and Kartchner
Cavems, He felt the Caverns would
get more visitors that way.

Red Taylor owns the airport that
many of the local (and some out-of-
state) pilots currently use.

Taylor is sentimental about his
airport. He learned to fly there in
1956. “I thought, hell, I'll just buy it
and keep it from being tumed into
anything else.”

Taylor said he thinks it would cost
as much to excavate a new airport as
to buy his, already complete.

A committee of intercsted people

.will be presented by City Manager

Paul Nordin at the next City Council
meeting for appointment to an Air-
port Advisory Committee,

“It will bring in more tax dollars
that otherwise were not here,” he
said.

Nordin compared it to“tapping the
freeway” when the shopping center,
Burger King and the Best Western
motel were built. -



New airport on horizon
... sooner or later

. By Laurie Tipling
~ Construction of an airport in or
near Benson may begin sooner than
expected, although some pcoplc say
it is still a ways off.
Representatives  'from  the
Aeronautics Division of the Arizona
Department 'of Transportation met
with city officials and members of
Benson’s Airport Advisory
-Commitice last week.
- Thecity’sinquiries about obtaining
funds for site sclection and
construction of an airport have been

answered with enthusiasm. “We're.
kind of excitedabout this, We haven’t.

‘built an airport for a while,” Gary

Adams, "'of ADOT’s Acronauucs~ :
. - said. ¢

Dmsnon said.

" Now that the ball is rollmg, the -

Acronautxcs Division will submit a

request to the state Transportation -
‘Boardiosetasidea certainamount of

money, ‘undetermined at this time,
for Bcnson s airport projcct. .

BENSON AIRPORT — Mayor Jim Melientine
(center) discussed the future Benson Airport

The board meets in December, so it
may be as late as January before
funds are available for the city to go
ahead with site selectionand anairport

A layoutplan Adamssaid, “Tt generally

takes six months for a site analysxs o
be completed. I don't anucxpa(e any
problems,”

Aftertheboard’s approval Adams

" saidhewillsenda grantagreement 1o
- thecity —areimbursement program

inwhich Benson will pay for services
as the project goes on, then ADOT
will reimburse the city.

“A lot of smaller communitics
aren’t able to operate, that way,
though, and the engmecnng firms
will scnd us lhc bxll duectly," Adams

Proposalsfromauportengmeenng
firms will be accepted for consulting
on the project. A pro;cct advisory
committee will -.review, make

- comments and guides thu consultant
o Adams said. -

with Gary Adams (right) and Allan Samuels,
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The commitice’s size could be as
large or small as the city decides, but

Allen Samuels, an airport engineer
whoattended the meeting, suggested,
“You don’t have to limit the
committee just to people interested in
aviation, It’s better to face problems
up front than later down the road.
*“Think big on the sight analysis,”
Samuels said. “Once you get going,

* you don’t want to come up short of

tand.”

He said the city nceds to oblam
enough public land o generale
adequalte revenue to support the
airport. Samuels also suggested, “As
the community grows it’s best to be
further out of town.” This also will
help keep down possible irritation to
the noise, he said.

Any projects that generate revenue
are not cligible for federal or state
rcimbursement — such as an
industrial park or fuel tanks —which
would be built at the city’s expense,
Adamssaid. However, things like the
runway, taxiway, lights, wind comb,

ticdowns and land are all eligible for -

the grant money, he said.
“We’d like 1o get you out of the
dust and dirt and mud,” Adams said,

(News Sun photo by Lauris T'phng)

both are with the aeronautics division of the
State Transportation Depariment.
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Land purchase
firstitemin
airport plan

By Laurie Tipling
. A -five-year plan shows Benson

dcquiring land for amunicipal airport

between 1990 and 1991.

The plan, designed by Allen
Samuels—program administrator for
the airport development program with
the aeronautics division of ADOT—
is one of the steps towards securing
an airport for Benson in the near
future. In this plan he allows $252,000
for land acquisition, In 1992-93 the
city is to secure fire protection for the
girport at a cost of $20,000 and in
1993-94, $288,000 will be spent on
drainage, apron, utilities, lightingand
ather requxred items. -

. ‘The city has reccived a $27,000
gram to contract for a site selection
study. The Airport ‘Advisory
Committce has come up with three
sites and would like to submit at least
two more to the consulting firm to
study. The three sites include two
west of Highway 90 and the currem
airfield.” .

- Planning andZomngAdmmusualor
Larry Kreps is sending a letter to the
Federal Aviation Admlmstrauon
requesting cntry into the national
airport system and gwmgthcm acopy
of the draft of request for proposal, If
the FAA approves ity the committee
will then advertise for bidders on the
site consultation, he said. -

The committec considereda varicty
ofaspects when coming up with these
sitcs' and the consultants. will be

at a recent commlucc mccung \VCl'Q,
growth -paticms m Jhe! ima-*- the;
consultants w:llha 10 Conisider thig;
in order riot i0 wtg?ﬁ'% mrg&t it thé
middic of a growmg residential arca.
“Our gmwth _pattern aw0u!d not.
necessarily be to the west. It would:
probably be to the southwest,” Kreps
said. The committee of pilots fecls it
is important for the airport 10 be
rcasonably close to the community:
because in a small city like Benson-
there isn’t any mass transpostation —
bus or taxi service — and it would be
difficult for pilots 10 land a planc on,
the faroutskmsoftownand ty-to
find transportation mloBensom
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A benefitof building the airpori on
1he west side of Benson would be that
pilots from east Tucson would tend
fobase theiraircraft hcchwng the
gppropriate mfrastmcmrc L 8as,
water, electric and sewet. —= 10 the
sucxsalsoanmorconsxderauon The
mrpon canno',be any closer than 30
minutes. from airports: in. Wmcox,
Tucson or Sierra Visa.

apai]) S, 1527



Public meeting this month :

R f”?

to pick Benson Airport site :

By JAC POLSGROVE
News Editor

PHOENIX — Plans released last
week by the state Department of
Transportation outline how a public
Benson Airport will get off the ground
in the next few years.

The plans, outlined in an ADOT
“Five-year Transportation Facilities
Construction Program” publication
covering fiscal years 1990 to 1994,
call for atotal of $500,000 to be spent
by the state and the city of Benson in
the next four years on development
of a Benson Airport. The balance of
the funds for the airport would be
pald by the Federal Aviation
Administration.

Currently, a Benson Airport
Advisory Committee is studying
several sites in the area upon which to
Iocate a public-use airport, according
to Larry Kreps, Benson's Public
Works Administrator. ’

. 'The committee will release its list
of the sites during a public hearing to

be held in Benson sometime in -

. October, he said. Also attending the
meeting will be ADOT and FAA
representatives.

- Kreps said public notices
advertising the hearing will be

published in the News-Sunand posted

around town once a date and location
. have been set for the hearing.

At that time, the committee will
release its list of sites and will choose
atop choice for the airport’s location.
Several leading sites are located in
west Benson near the intersection of
Interstate 10 and state Route 90. The
committee also can opt to focus
expansion of the current aupon east
of town.

Funding for the study comes from
a $27,000 grant received by the city
last spring.

During a committee meeting last
spring, members voiced support fof
locating the airport westof town s as
1o attract residents from east Tucson.
The new airport cannot be any closer
than 30 miles from airportsin Willcox,
Tucson or Sierra.Vista. -

" Under the state Transportauon
Department’s five-year " plan, an
estimated $180,000 would be spent
in 1990-91 to purchase land for the
airport, Of that sum, $162,000 would
come from the 'state and' $18,000
would be funded by the city of

- Benson, The FAA would pick up the

balance of the cost of buying land,

In 1992-93, $100,000 is set aside
for development of fire protection at
the airport. Of that, $90,000 comes
from the state and $10,000 would be
Jocal dollars. Again, any expenses
above and beyond that are expected
to be picked up by the FAA.

In 1993-94, the largest construction
work would take place at the airport.
The state would kick in $198,000 and
the city $22,000 for the grading,
draining and surfacing of a runway

apron. Other work to be performedaat

the airport includes construction of
utilities, a parking lot for cars, and
fences. Additional cash needed to
complete the project would again
come from the FAA. '

Money for the airport expansion
comes from taxes paid by aviators.
Flight property taxes, aviation fuel
taxes and aircraft registration fees all
are used to help maintain and expand
airports in Arizona.
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Federal dollars come from taxes
on airline tickets.

Over the next five years an
estimated $245 million has been
proposed to be spent on Arizona
airports. Of that sum, $52 million
comes from the state, $13 million is
local funding and some $180 million
ismoney funnclled throughthe FAA.



Sir o Ualfey News- Sum

Benson Airport

site meeting is

set for Monday

By JAC POLSGROVE

‘ News Editor

A public meeting to discuss
potential sites for a new Benson
Airport hasbeen scheduled for 6 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 30 at City Hall.
- At the meeting, Phoenix-based
Coffman Associates, an airport
planning and consulting' firm, will

discuss about 13 proposed sites for

the local airport, according to Larry
Kreps, Benson’s planning and zoning

administrator,

During the meeting the consulting

firm will reveal its short list of three

to five sites that it recommends as the
location for the new airport, he said.

Also attending the meeting will be
representatives from the city, the
Federal Aviation Administration, the
state Department of Transportation’s
Aeronautics Division and the director
of Cochise County’s Planning and

Zoning Department, Kreps said.

In July, the city hired Coffman
Associates to conducta site selection
study and develop a “mini” master
plan for the proposed airport. Benson
officials used a $27,000 state grant
and $3,000 in local dollars 1o hire the
firm,

Coffman Associates specializes in
airport development projects, and has
done work on facilities in Tucson,
Ajo, Casa Grande, Coolidge, Sierra
Vista and other Arizona cities, as

‘well as work in other states.

The study is to be conducted in
three phases over a nine-month
period, beginning in July.

The first phase of the report will be
a presentation to the city on the
consulting firm's progress to date.
That presentation is the one scheduled

" for Monday night.

During the first phase of Coffman
Associates’ research, the firm has
conducted an inventory of possible
airport sites, compiled a report on
aviation forecasts in southeast
Arizona, put together a list of
requirements for a Benson Airport,
and analyzed the potential
development of the 13 leading spots
apon whichto locate an airport, .

The Monday report to the public
will cover that work and.

Following the Oct. 30 meeting,
Coffman Associates will resume
further study of the leading three to
five sites for the airport and early in

1990isexpected torelease thesecond -

phase of its study: selection of a final
location for the airport, Kreps said.

Another public meeting will be held
at that time, he noted.

Then, the consulting firm will pull
together a final report for public

presentation sometime in April 1990,

The state Department of
Transportation earlier this month
released afive-yearplan thatincluded
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$500,000 funding for development
over the next four years of 2 Benson
Airport.

Several leadingsites for the Benson
Airport arc located west of town near
the intersection of Interstate 10 and
state Route 90.

During a meeting of a Benson
Airport Advisory Committee last
spring, members voiced support for .
locating the airport westof town so as
to attract aviators from east Tucson,
" -Under the state Transportation
Department’s five-year plan, an
estimated $180,000 will be spent in
1990-91 to purchase land for the

. airport.

Of that sum, $162,000 would come
from the state and $18,000 would be

_ funded by the city of Benson.

The " Federal Aviation

- Administration is expected to pick up
. the balance of the cost of buying the

land.,

Then, in the three years after that
work is expected to get under way
constructing the " airport and
developing fire-fighting systems at
the facility. :

Money from that project will come
fromcity coffers, the state Department
of Transportation and the FAA, with
the lion’s share coming from the
federal government.



Airport site narrowed to
+4 plots west of Benson

* \\

£:Mescal location draws fire

24" ByJACPOLSGROVE

- Four sites west of Benson have
" been scletied as the potential home
) - of a municipal airport.
i Z During a Monday, Oct. 30meeting
T of 'the” Benson Airport Advisory

'

;!

- .':'-‘ News Editor
4

‘. ‘Mescal, two locations south of
: . Interstate 10 on state Route 90 and a
;» ¢ parcel just southwest of Benson were
i selected for further study.
j ¢ The committee selected those sites
‘ “(please see accompanying map)-at
_the .recommendation of Coffman
Assoc:atcs, a Phoenix-based airport
E cpnsulung firm thathasbeen retained
: - by the city to develop a master plan
: Ior a municipal airport.

- Thirteen sites ringing Benson have
‘becn studied by Coffman Associates
dunng the past three months. During
: the Monday meeting, the consultants
“Teviewed those locations and
:+ - recommended that the four finalists

be studied in more detail.

LN «nuu -

'

PR .«2.1 st < AT

" However, at least one of the

.. possible airport sites is already

- drawing fire, Thatlocation, the parcel

2 miles north of Mescal on Mescal

Road, is on state land and is adjacent

to the Old Tucson movie set used

primarily as the setting for Western

movies and television shows.

Currently, the ABC television

. ‘network is shooting portions of “The
- Young Riders” there.

During the meeting, ] Daniel P,.

Aylward, general manager of Old
Tucson, io0ld the committee’ his
company opposes the Mescal site,
which was the top-ranked location bv

"+ ‘Committee, a site 2 miles north of

Coffrian 3AssOcialehs: (Plédsé:rsed

Ycbompanying SOryS
¥ Aylward told the committee:that

Old Tucson officials:consider. the:

Mescal site “a serious. problem

“Jets aren’t a part of Western
series,” he said. Aylward noted that .

several committee members had said
earlierin the evening thatan airportis
necessary to help spark economic
development in the Benson area,
Construction of an airport near the
movie set would be “takinganegative

step in economic development,” since -

fewer movies might be shot there.

Larry Kreps, the city’s planning
and zoning administrdtor, echoed
Aylward’s comments about the
Mescal site.

Kreps recommended that the’
Mescal site be disregarded since
extending city services jo that location
would be expensive, fIt would cost
us a fortune to’ develop an
infrastructure that fariout,” he said.

However, Dan Barrera, chairman
of the committee, said he supported
continued study of that location. He
said such a site is attractive since it is
all state-owned land.

The other top three sites arc all a -
blend of state and privately-owned -

property.

Barrera said he supported further
study of the Mescal site due to
“intereston my behalf because of the
ownership of the land.”

Other committes members agreed.
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The report by Coffman Associates
was the first of three phases that
combined will make up a nine-month
study costing $30,000. About $3,000
of that sum comes from city coffers;
the balance comes from a $27,000
state grant. :

During the first phase of the study,
whichculminated in Monday’s public
hca_ging. Coffman : Associdtes

inventoried lana in the Benson area
and selected 13 potential sites forthe

airport. -

Thé¥ then’ evaluated the 13 sites:
and ranked them in descending order -
of preference based onenvironmental -
and engincering factors, such as .
topography, floodplain location, land- -

use patterns and nearby residential

uses, access by roads and prevanlmg,

wind patterns:

The 13 sites ivere then ranked in .

order of preference, with Coffman
Associates recommending four sites

for further, detailed evaluation, The

lop-rankcd site was lhe Mescal
property. sl

The committee’s acccptance of the
consultant’s four recommended sites
sets the stage for the second phase of

the study, which will include a-

projection for the expected cost of an
airport, .. detailed ... land-use
requiremnents and other factors that
couldaffecldcvelopmcmofan airpont
at the four locations, '

A second public hearing will be
held so Coffman Associates .can

discuss their findings regarding the
four sites, according to .James M.
Harris, one of the principals of the
firm. - ' '

The next public hearing . will
probably be held sometime between

Thanksgiving and Christmas, Harris

said,



. At that. meeting, a final
recommended site for the airport will
bereviewed, The third and final phase
of the airport study will focus solely
onthatsite, with a final publichearing
to be held sometime in the spring.

During the Monday meeting, which
drew a crowd of about two dozen
arearesidents, Harris noted thatmuch
of the cost of developing an airportin:
the. Benson-area’will betpaid byithet
state or federal gdvernment.

About $500,000 has been set aside
in the state’s transportation budget in
the next five years tocover the cost of

developing an airport in Bcnson o

Gary Adarns, arepresentative from
the state .. Department . of
Transportation’s- Aeronautics

Division, said the state funding is_

available for developmentofa Benson " inBenson, with that slab extended to

municipal airport.
*Short and simple, yes, | have the
money in the bank,” he said.- .
Harris noted that Benson’s share

of the cost of development of the

axrponwﬂlbebetweeMandSpercem
of the total, “fmwn v o
: The: Federal

of the cost of the airport; wlnch will;
be built on a site about 400 acres m
size, Harris said. © .~ o' -0

Avnauon_'
Admmlsttauon ‘will pay" 91 percent";

The remaining 9 percént_ of the
airport’s cost will be split between.
Benson and the state of Anzona‘ he
said. T BTN

Harris, when quesnoned by a
reporter, declined to speculate on how
much the total cost will be to develop
an airport. He said those figures will
beavailable once the second phase of
Coffman: Assocxates. sreport (is
completed i in late November or early;
December. 7 .

When pressed for -an’ esnmatecr
figure, he noted that construction of
justa4,300-footrunway atan airport

outside Phoenix reccnuy was buxlt at

a cost of abo_ut.$450 000. -
Coffman | ‘Associates  has
recommended a 5,700-foot runway.

7,000 feet by the year 2010....* .

- Harris could not provide figures on
other costs of developing an airport,
including navigational ; systems,
firefighting eqmpmem, hghtmg and

", support facilities, - ¢ s .

Harris said studies: done by-
CoffmanAssocxatespredxctaBenson.
airport would house : about 23
axrplanesbytheyearZOIO Currently,

. aprivately-owned airstripeastoftown..

is home to about two airplanes. '
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- “operations™:

"However, the 23 airplanes at the
Benson airport would only represent
‘a small percentage of the total
expccted usageofthe mrpon, he'said.

. An estimated 26 000 opcrahons

e takz-nffs and : gt
voceuriatinRIhira

now, he said.
That means, on &verage, by the
_year 2010 about 72 airplanes would
exther landor take off dmly. usmg hxs
pro;ecmns. R A CIEM S
. Harris" said much*of the’ trafﬁc
would be small’ planes using the
airport, as ‘a ‘stopping off point on
cross-counuy travels or pilots flying
m to, visit Karichner Caverns State
Park or other area attractions. ;
However, included in the usage of
meauportwouldbeanesumatedSOO
a., year, by, military
-aircraft; Hamris-.said :most -of . the
- military uses would Probably come
- from helicopter raining flightsinrural



Mescal location leads

airport list

By JAC POLSGROVE
News Editor

A site about two miles north of
Mescal is the leading contender as
the location fof a new ‘Benson
municipal airport.
~ That location, the top-ranked
among 13 potential sites, is located
on Mescal Road three miles north of
Interstate 10 and the Mescal/I-Six
interchange. It is directly across
Mescal Road from the-Old Tucson
Mescal movie set, which currently is
being used as the setting for the ABC
television series“The Young Riders.”

Hugh Reilly, executive director of
marketing for Old Tucson, said an
airpott aqross from the Mescal site

“wouldbe u concern.®

“+“Thendisé(from an airport) would
certainly affe?;tus." hesaid.

Reilly said ﬂymg axrplanes wou}d
not pose a major concem, since film-
makers could “just halttheshooung
‘when an airplane flew overliead.

However, the noisé ‘of engines.

$tarting at the anponcould interfere

with mom-makmg at the set, wh:ch
is closed to the public. -
During @ public haarmg held
Mrmdae(. Oct” 30 #t":City~ Hall,
mciaw of Fhoenix
rcfeascdasz-pagempmlhamlhe
fﬁ'stphaseofxm “airport site selection
and master plan study.” =
That report, broken up into four
secmns.detadedvanmsaspectsmat
‘will' affect construction of a ity
-, owned airport in the Benson' area.
“The stndy led off with & nine-pago
“inivéntory” that detailed land-use
development patterns and ownership
in the area, a rough outine -of
mspomﬁontmndsandwspaceand
air:raffic- control - patterns in’ thé
Benson area.

Asecond 22-page section dmlxw;;h
forecasts for aviation demandsinthe
Benson area, followed by a- 12-pagc
outline covering requirements for a

.Bénson airport.

A fisal-section, contammg nine
pages, consisted of a “preliminary
site analysis™ covering 13 proposed
locations for a Benson airport. That
section examined the 13 sites
surrounding Benson.

Of the 13 sites, eight are west of
Benson, One was directly north of
the city, while the remaining four
were east of town,

The reportexamined allof the sites’

advantages in categories such as the

jocations’ proximity to the city,
highway access, runway orientation,
acquisition costs, site development
costs, floodplain setting, community
disruption, future anticipated area
development and other related
matters. Scores ranging from 1to 10
were given to all of the sites ineach of
the. 11 categories and the 13
Jrospective airport sites were then
-anked in order of preference.

The top sites are:

» The leading contender, Site A
slease see accompanying map), is
xated about 11 road miles west and
orth of downtown Benson and three

iles north of the Mescal/J-Six
zterchange onInterstate 10. Coffman
ssociates gave it an overall score of
5 out of a possible high of 110. .

This location is owned by the state
:d is free of development The

asest residential land is about halfa

ile to the south, although the Old.
1680n Mescal movie set is directly’
ross the road from the proposed

port. °

The second- hxghest—rankcd
.ation, Site D on the map, is about
. miles west of downtown Benson
1 is one-half mile south of the
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intersection of Interstate 10 and
Skyline Road (milepost 299 onI-10).
It received a score of 77 out of 110,
eight points less than the top-ranked
site.

Some of the land is privately-

owned, but the majority isheld by the
state.
" # The third-ranked spot, Side I on
the map, received the same score —
77 — as the second-favorite site and
is adjacent to and south of Interstate
10, just west of state Route 90. It is
about four miles from downtown
Benson.

This site is nearly free of
development, with the exception of
two clusters of buildings. The land is
primarily privately-owned, although
the state does hold some of the
property.

+ The fourth-ranked location, Site
H on the map, is located farther south
of the I-10 and Skyline Road
interchange than the second-ranked
choice. Coffman Associates gave this

site a 72 score. L.
One disadvantage to this site is that

anunderground pipeline cuts through
part of the parcel being considered.

' The closest residential land uses are

more than a mile to the northwest.
The- other sites — which were

rejécted Monday by thecity’s Airport

Advisory Committee — in order of
ranking are: - . .

= Fifth: Site E, 72 score. Locatcd
about six road miles to the west and
north of the Benson downtown area,
it is about a mile north of I-10 and
slightly northeastof the Skyline Road
interchange.

» Sixth: Site J, 68 score. This is the
existing Benson Airport east of town
on Airport Road. Itis privately owned,

* Seventh: Site F, 67 score, This
location is about seven road miles
west and north of downtown Benson
and is about three miles due north of

the I-10 and state Route 90.
- interchange. The state owns most of

the land.



+ Eighth: Site C, 66 score. Located
10 road miles south and west of
downtown Benson. It is two miles
due south of I-10 at the Mescal/J-Six
interchange and is just north of the
boundary of Coronado National
Forest. Most of the land is privately
owned.

« Ninth: Site B, 64 score. Situated
about 13 road miles north and west of
Benson, it isnorth and east of the top-
rariked site and is five miles from I-
10 on Mescal Road.

» Teath: Site M, 63 score. Located
on the south side of 1-10 about nine
road miles east of downtown Benson.
Almost all the land is owned by the
state.

« Eleventh: Site K, 59 score.
Located north of I-10 about sever
road miles 10 the east and north of
downtown Benson.

~»Twelfth: Site L, also a 59 ranking.
Located south of I-10, two miles east
of U.S. Highway 80 and about four
miles east and -south of downtown

Benson. A new one¢-mile road would
be needed to gain access to this site,
which is almost all privately owned.
* Thirteenth; Site F, a 52 rating.
Located nearly seven road miles'to
the west and north of downtown
Benson. It is about three miles due.
north of the I-10 and state Route 90.
intersection. Most of the land isowned
by the state. o
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Benson ofﬂcnals makmg plans for airport

By Joe Salkowskl

‘The Arizona Dally Star

.Benson city officials plan to build
a regional airport they hope will
stimulate business in the city.

City officials met with consultants
last night to decide on possible loca-
tions for the airport, said Larry
Kreps, Benson’s planning and zoning
administrator.

Kreps said the airport probably
will be built near Interstate 10 and
Arizona 90, about 45 miles southeast
of Tucson.

“We know of three indwxdual'

businesses who have passed us by
because we don’'t have an airport,
and there may be others,” he said.

“We hope.it will be a stimulus for -
economic development here.”
The nearest airfield to Benson is

in Sierra Vista, just over a 30-minute -

drive from town, Kreps said. That
distance is important because the
federal government will not fund
the construction of an airport within
a 30-minute drive of another field,
he said.

- City omcials expect federal funds
will pay 90 percent of the bill for the

project, which is usual for most new -
- tive to Ryan Field for small-plane

airports, Kreps said.

Federal money would be matched’

with $500,000 allotted for the project
in the Arizona Department of Trans-

.portation’s five-year budget. The de-
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partment gave Benson $27,000 in
January to help plan the airport,
Kreps said.

Kreps did not know how much the
airport will cost, but said the city
may have to hoid a bond election to
match $5,000 of the state’s grant and
pay for the rest of the project,

The airport, which could serve as
home to as many as 30 planes in its

* first year, should be completed in

five to seven years, Kreps said.
It also could serve as an alterna-

pilots who live on the eastside of
Tucson, Kreps said.

Ryan Field is 15 miles southwest
of Tucson.



Council to pick top site for
new city airport Monday

Facility expectedtocost$7.8 million

By JAC POLSGROVE
News Editor

A site immediately west of Benson
and north of the intersection of state
Route 90 and Interstate 10 is the
leading contender as the setting fora
Benson Municipal Airport, according
to a study released Monday.

An airport there is expected to cost
more than $7.8 million, the study
noted.

Two- leading alternate sites are
outlined in the report. One spot is on
Mescal Rcad about two miles north
of Mescal Lakes and immediately
east of the Old Tucson Mescal movie
set. The other is located about a mile
south of I-10 and half a mile west of
SR 90.

The Benson City Council is
expected to select the location for a
new municipal airport at a meeting
set for 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 18 at
City Hall, )

The selection of the site for the
airport will come after a presentation
by officials with Phoenix-based
Coffman Associates, an airport
consulting firm, The consulting firm
reviewed five sites west of town and
made recommendations about each

-in the study released Monday. _
~ 'The council has final -say over
which site is picked.
Coffman Associates earlier had
reviewed 13 prospective locations
* ringing the Benson area at an Oct. 30
meeting of the city’s airport advisory
committee, The committee picked
_four of the 13 sites for further study
by Coffman Associates.
In addition, one other leading
location emerged in the past few
_weeks and was also smdied by

Coffman Associates. That spot was
not among the first 13 considered,
but it is the top-ranked one in the
report released Monday.

The study by Coffman Associates
identified the five top sites by letter
designation. (Please sce
accompanying illustration.)

The top-ranked site is marked E1
onthe map, and is located north of the
intersection of SR 90 and 1-10 and

just south of the Southem Pacific

railroad tracks.

“In consideration of its location,
environmental conditions and
estimated developmentcosts, SiteE1
appears to have the best overall
potential for the development of the
BensonMunicipal Airport,” the study
noted. '

While site E1 was the top-ranked
contender, two other parcels — sites
A and ] — “also present a number of
potential benefits to the siting of the
proposed Benson Municipal Airport,”
the study said.

“Site A is the least expensive to -

develop, however, it is the farthest of
the sites from the interstate, would
require the use of an unpaved portion
of Mescal road (at least during the
initial period of development), and

would necessitate a railroad.

crossing,” the report observed..

“Site I is located the closest to
downtown Benson and the closest to
Kartchner Caverns, however, itis the
second most expensive site to develop
and is roughly 47 percent more
expensive than site E1,” the study
continued.

Sites D and H were considered the
least desirable for the development
of the airport, due to “existing and
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potential land uses in the immediate
vicinity, the presence of the El Paso
Natural Gas pipeline, rough terrain,
and high site preparation costs,
particularly for Site H,” the study
concluded. ‘

The Coffman Associates study
predicted it would cost $7,025,800 to
developanairportat Site A. That cost:

* includes $480,000 for property:

acquisition, $3,365,200 for site:
preparation, $1.8 million for runway
and apron paving, $1 million for
hangar and building construction,
$110,000 foraccess road construction
and $376,300 for utilities.
Building an atrport at Site E1, the

- leading contender, would cost about
" $7.,833,600, including $720,000 for

land purchases, $3.6 million for site
preparationand grading, $1.8 million
for runways, $1 million for hangars
and buildings, $351,000 for utilities
and $275,000 for an access road.
The other top-ranked location, Site
I, would cost $11,542,100 for an

_airporttobebuilt, including $1 million

for land, $7,348,600 for ‘site’
preparationand grading, $1.8 million
for a runway, $1 million for hangars
and other buildings, $110,000 for an
access road and $209,200 for utilities,

The projected costs for the two

. lesser-ranked locations call for

$9,893,500 to be spent at Site D and
$13,648,700 at Site H.

Copies of the report are available’
for inspection at City Hall and the
office of the San Pedro Valley News-
Sun.

Meetings of the City Council are
open to the public and are held at City
Hall, 160 S. Huachuca St.
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TOP SITES — Five spots wast of Benson are the leading finalists as  will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 18 at City Hall, 160 S. Huachuca St.,
the location for a new municipal airport. The top-ranked of the five o review the five sites and recelve a repor on all leading locations
spots is located north of the intersection of state Route 80 and from a consulting firm. The council Is then scheduled 1o pick the new
Interstate 10 and Is marked “E1” on the map. The Benson City Councll  airport's location.” - .
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Airport plans

put on

hold

15th site to be considered

By JAC POLSGROVE
News Editor

The Benson City Council has put
off deciding on a final site for a
municipal airport while a consultant
reviews yet another possible location
for the facility. '

Coffman Associates of Phoenix,
an airport consulting firm, in past
months hasreviewed 14 possible sites
for a municipal airport. Their work
was being done under a $27,000 grant
jointly funded by the state Department
of Transportation and the city of
Benson. .

_After narrowing the list down to
five finalists, two representatives
from Coffman appeared before the
council on Monday, Dec. 18 and
reviewed the five top contenders,

But Councilman David DiPesosaid
he wasn’t impressed with any of the.

~_sites and pushed for the review of

another spot, located north of the
Southem Pacificrailroad tracks about
2-1/2 miles east of Mescal Road.
After two hours of council
discussion and public comments
about the proposed sites, the City
Council opted to table making a
decision on the final site and directed
City Manager Paul Nordin to discuss
financial terms with Coffman - and

work outa way for DiPeso’ssite thbe.
reviewed for consideration at s¢me:

future meeting.

The council’ smceungcameonme'

heels of an earier gathering on
Monday of an Airport Site Selection
Committee which "unanimously

recommended that the City Council
approve a site located about a mijle
north of the intersection of Inwrstatc
10 and state Route 90.

However, strong opposition forhat
site was voiced by some of the
estimated S0 people who packed City
Hall for the Monday mght council
megting,

KayeGetzwiller, whoownsaranch
upon which part of the top-ranked
site would be located, said she docsn’t

support construction of an airpoft. *“I.
don't think the whole thing- is’

sensible,” she said,

Max Barnett, who also lives near
oneof; thcmrponsncﬁnahcts saxdhe
“question(s) the necessity” and’ the
“current and future use” of a

municipal airport.
Although some criticism was

directed toward the airport sites, much

of the concern voiced at the meeting
—~— especially among council
members themselves — was the
financial viability of a municipal

airport. :
Councilman Dick Hamilton asked
where the money for an airport would
come from.
Coffman estimates the cost for a
fully-developed airport builtin stages
over the next two decades to range

from a low of $7 million to as much

as$13.6 million, dcpendmguponme
location.

Of that sum, the Federal Aviation

Administration has said it will pay91 -
percent, with the state and the city

splitting the balance.
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Based on those estimates, the city's
share would still come to a minimum
of more than $300,000 and could be
as high as double that sum. City
officials have repeatedly said in the
past — and said so again Monday —
that they plan to build the airport
without having to raise taxes ar hold
a bond election.

Nordin confessed to the council
that he “was surprised at the
magnitude” of the estimated built-
out costs of the airport.

He said development of the facility
will be vying against “competing
projects” such as landfill needs,
development of Fourth Street, a city
park expansion project and the need
to expand the city's wastewater
facility.

Hamilion said he thought the
“priority of this airport ought to be
down near the bottom” of the list.

Mayor Richard Saenz agreed with
concemnsabout thecostof developing
the airport. “Where in the heck are we
going to get the money?” he asked.

Saenz also noted that the city faces
an uncertain future with the state
Legislature eyeing reduction of state-
sharedrevenues, the cost Benson will
have to begin paying Cochise County

" to house prisoners and the expense of

operating an ambulance service.

Council membersat firsttoyed with
the ideaof canceling the mrpon study

ofitright, bat Nordin suggested'they
“fetthe study go through toitslogical
cénclusion,” :

Nordin said the study could be
modified to reflect DiPeso’s
suggestion that another site be
considered. Nordin recommended
keeping the study alive.

“We"re already 90 percent
pregnant, we might as well have the
baby,” he said.

DiPeso agreed, predicting, “We‘ll
need an airport in the future,”

Hamilton agreed o go along with
expanding the study to include
DiPeso's recommended location, but
asked if Coffman would charge more
to add the new site.
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“We think that would be
reasonable,” said James M., Harris, a
Coffman representative,

Under the terms of the agreement
between the city and Coffman, the
consulting firm agreed to Jook at a
specificnumber of sites. Inreviewing

14 locations, itapparently hasfulfilled .

that requirement.

Nordin and Coffman
representatives will meetin the future
to determine how much more the
consulting firm will be paid to review

‘DiPeso’s suggested site.

While the review of DiPeso’s
recommended site is undertaken in
the weeks ahead, its examination does
not kill the chances for the other five
top sites to ultimately house the
airport.

The five sites still in the running
are:

= A parcel immediately east of the
Old Tucson Mescal movie set on
Mescal Road. That spot is about 2

- . Saenz’s favorite.:

“*Tlike Site A(thc Mescal locauon)

" myself,” Saenz said,

. Old Tucson officxals have ini thc
past expressed concern about havmg
an airport next door.

However, several people at the

- meeting downplayed Old Tucson's

predictions that the airport there

:would hurt their business, which in
“turn would haveanegamre economxc.

impact on Benson.

- “Old Tucson's never brought any
- money to me,” Saenz said.

* The previously top-ranked site
located north of the intersection of I-
10 and SR 90,

* Two parcels located south of the

* Skyline exit on Interstate 10. Both

locations would have interrupted
existing ranching operations and were
low-ranked options by Coffman’s
representatives. They appear to have
slim chance of winning council

approval.

.~ * Atract nmmedlatcly west of SR
.90 and about [-1/2 miles south of its

intersection with I-10,

B-18
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Benson officials,
residents weigh
airport proposal

By Joe Salkowski
The Arizona Dally Star

‘A pilot flying over Benson’s airport would have dif-
ficulty distinguishing the single dirt runway from any
number of unpaved roads near the small Southern Ari-
zona town.

Planes rarely land there, usually passing over the
city on their way to airports in and around Tucson
about 45 miles to the northwest,

Some city officials believe a new airport would
bring both planes and business to Benson, and have com-
missioned a $30,000 study to look into the idea.

But the proposal has yet to find much support
among the city’s 4,000 residents or their elected offi-

cials, many of whom feel the city has better things to do-

than investing in the air.

“The council feels that Benson mlght need a new
airport someday, but not right now,” said Vice Mayor
Dick Hamilton. “I can’t see how the benefit would out-
weigh the expense.”

Construction and operation costs for a new airport
invBenson could run anywhere from $7 million to
$13.6 million in the next 20 years, depending on where it
is-built, according to Coffman Associates, a Phoenix-
based airport consulting firm.

Federal and state grants would pay for more than
95 percent of those costs, a factor that weighed heavily
indhe city’s decislon to study a new airport. Such grants
argmnot available for upgrades to current airports.

But that study showed Benson would have to pay at
least $340,000, a figure that has dampened enthusi-
asm for the project among Benson officials.

“When we got this proposal back, I must say that
ori¢ of the more shocking things I saw was the cost,” Ben-

" 86trMayor Richard Saenz said last week duringa council
_ meeting.

- ™Though we uked the concept of a new airport, in
all-good conscience I must say that (the cost) will be a
major consideration,” he said.

The council was scheduled to vote on a site at that
meeting, but tabled the proposal instead to reconsider
both the sites the consultant selected and the financial
commitment choosing one of those sites would entail.

The site the consultant prefers cuts into Kay Getz-
willer's ranch northwest of town, and under preliminary
platts the access road to the site from Interstate 10 would
pass-through land owned by her and another local
rancher, Dave Harlan.

“That road is going right down the mlddle of me —
thé whole thing would be a mess,” Getzwiller said at
last week's meeting. “I don't think the whole thing is
sensible — including the airport itself. The road cer-
tainly isn't.”

Harlan sald he probably could live thh the airport

if'the access road were routed away from his prop--
erty. But he said an airport shouldn’t be built on the.

dssumption that it will spur economic development in
Benson.

. “The concept has some credence, but I think we're
gefting the cart before the horse,” he said. “I would
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1iKerto see some information that shows an airport would
indeed solve some of our economic problems.”

Allan Samuels, an airport engineer for the Arizona
Department of Transportation, said many industries re-
qulre an airport to do business.

“Industries frequently look for airports in a new site
like ‘they used to look for available railroad tracks
onehundred years ago,” he said. “Without an airport
your community is handicapped in appealing to modern
industry.”

Gary Adams, director of the state Transportation
Department’s aeronautics division, told those at last
week’s meeting that an airport would definitely bring
business to Benson.

“Airports, whether you agree with them or not,
mean business. They bring tax dollars to communities,
and carry economic development wherever they go,” he
said.

But Harlan said such promises aren’t enough,

“If it can be shown with reasonable certainty that
there would be a substantial payback on the invest-
ment within, say, the next five years, it (the airport)
wouid indeed gain priority in my mind over other
things the community plans to do with its money,” he
said.

City Manager Paul Nordin said the clty could afford
to pay for the airport, but only at the expense of other
planned city projects such as construction of a land-
fill, upgrading the city’s waste-water plant and improve-
ments to city streets and parks.

“Right now the airport is at the bottom of that list,”
Hamilton said. He added that there aren't many people
in town willing to make such sacrifices for an airport.

“I've lived here for 50 years, and I know the people.
There aren’t many who want the thing built. If anyone
did want it, they certainly didn’t say so at the public
hearing,” he said.

Councilman Jim Crawford agreed, saying the air-
port may have to wait a few years, “We need to look
at other things on the burner before doing this,” he
said.

But Crawford feels Benson needs a new airport —
eventually.

“I think that in the long run if we're going to do any
development, we need as many avenues of transporta-
tion as possible, and nobody could deny that,” he said.

“It's something in the city’s future. I don't think it's
going to happen this year or next, but it will be some-
thing we’ll need to look at down the road.”

|
|
|
|




Benson Airport hearings
scheduled Feb. 14 and 19

By JAC POLSGROVE
Managing Editor
Plans to build a proposed municipal
airport west of Benson will be the
focusoftwomeetings in coming days.
A meeting of the Benson Airport
Planning and Advisory Committee
has been scheduled for 7 p.m.
‘Wednesday, Feb. 14. That meeting,
which is open to the public, will be
“held at City Hall, 160 §. Huachuca St.
And on Monday, Feb. 19, the
. Benson City Council is expected to
review a final site being studied as
the possible location of the airport.
_The council also meets at City Hall
and its mecungs are also opcn to lhe
‘publie,

The advnsory committee meenng )

will feature a presentation by Coffman
Associates, a Phoenix-based airport

consulting firm, of a recent study -

conducted on a 15th possible site for
a municipal airport.

Previously, Coffman examined 14 .

- proposed sites ringing Benson and
proposed five finalists, a
recommendation approved by the
City Council.

In December, following further

study of the five final sites, Coffmar
again presented a review of thost
Tocations to the council. Atthat ime
Councilman David DiPeso proposec
that yet another possible site b

studied. That site is locatec -

immediately north of the Southen
Pacific railroad tracks and a coupl
of miles east of Mescal Road.

The council later approvec
spending about $300 as its share o:
about $3,000 needed to pay Coffmar
tostudy DiPeso’s suggested site. The
balance of the cost of the expandec
study was picked up by the Arizon:
Department of Transportation’

aeronautics division.
’ Representauvesf:omCofﬁnan wil -

appear at both the airport advisors

committee and the City Counci

meetings to review the 15th site.
In addition, the council previous!:
asked Coffman Associates to prepar:

“an“'economic assessmentreport” tha
will detail the projected economi

benefits to the Benson area fror
construction of a municipal airport
That report will be made publi

during mealrportadvxsorycommme

meeting.
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Council picks
site for airport

" By JAC POLSGROVE
" Managing Editor
A site northwest of Benson has

been selected as the future home of 2

proposed §9.3 million mumcnpal
airport.

But city voters will probably first
get a chance to speak at the polls on
whether a Benson Municipal A:rport
should ¢ven be built, . :

.. By a 4-1 vote, the Benson. City
Councxl on Monday, Feb. 19chose a

site north of the Southern' Pacific
railroad tracks and about three miles

westof North Ocotillo Avenue as the
home of a proposed city-run airport.

- At that meeting, the council also
directed City Manager Paul Nordin

to look into getting measures placed

on aJuneelection ballot secking non-

bindingadvice from Benson residents .

on whether any city funds should be

spent on building the airport. . If
advisory measures about whether to.
build the airport are placed before the

public, they would most likely be
voted on during a June election when
Benson,_residents wxll be asked

whether or not to issue $430,000 in

bonds to pay for expansnon of Lnons
Park.

“In pxckmg ‘the final site for the

homc of the’ proposcd mumcxpal,
mrport ‘the “City 'Counéit" ‘acted

contrary"to the recommendauons of

the axrport and acouncxl appomted_
Benson Axrport Advxsory Committee;

 both of which suggested locating the

axrpon at another Iocauon west of
town e

Durmg a Wedncsday. Fcb 14
meetmg of the airportadvisory group;
panel members, voted unanimosly,
in support of site “E-1,” which is
located roughly soumcast of sthe
council’s sclection, *Fa1.7

" Site E-1 — the . parcel
recommended by the airport advisory
group and.the Phoenix-based
consulung “firm . of Coffman

“Associates—is locatcd dmecuy north

of the intersection of state Route 90
and Interstaté ‘10 and immediately.
south of of the railroad tracks. That
sitc has “'drawn “some _criticism,
prunanly from residents of the ; arca,
Sne F-1"ZZ the council's pnck-—-
was “initially recommended -by.
Councilman David DiPeso late last
year and later was studied as pant of a
supplemental - $3,000 review -by'
Coffman. Associates. No one speke;
in opposition’ to site F-1 during a:
Monday public heanng held pnor to’
the'council’s vote, ~ ¥ ¥
A third- ranked proposad locanon:

- Site A v wag not” senOuslyE
corisidered ‘at! thé" coincil meeting

Thatsiteis locaied directly, easlof' the:

'OId Tucsor Mescal* mowe set onf

Mescal Road. :

DiPeso made a motion t0 sclect
site F-1 as the home of the proposcd
airport, with Councilman Jim

. Crawford seconding the motion.

Mayor Richard Saenz and

‘Councilman Dan Barrera voted along

with Crawford and DiPeso in favor
of site F-1, while Councilman Jim

¢ Mellentine cast the sole “no” vole. In

amove that sidestepped taking a stand
on the matter, Councilman Dick
Hamilton only answered “present”
during the voting — which counted
as neither a no, yes or absiention,
Councilwoman Sylvia Rothermich
was absent from the meeting, ¥+

According to the supplemental
study conducted by Coffman
Associaics, the long-term cost of
building an airport at site F-1 is more
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expensive than any of the three top-
ranked contenders

Coffman Assdciates pmjected
development cost estimates = over:
about a 20-year period -—— pegged site

Aat$7 million, site E-1a1$7.8 million
and site F-1 at $9.3 million.

Of the expected $9.3 million tab
for development of site F-1, the
Federal Aviation Adminitration
would pick up 91 percent of the cést;:
with:.ithe stitd® Deparimentofl
Transportation and thecity of Benson
splitting the 9 percent balance — or
about $420,000 each, spread overthe
niext two decades.

Much of the additional expense at
site F-1 stems from a planned three-
mile road lcading (o the airport from
Ocotillo Avenue that is projected to
cost about $825,000.

During a public hearing held prior
to the council’s vote, Leslie Stafford .
of Coffman Associates reviewed her’
firm's recommendations on site F-1.
Stafford said there are “not a lot of -
opportunities here 10 squeeze a
runway in” although there is one flat
piece of land that is “adequate.”

Stafford said the access road
_runnng from North Ocotillo Avenue

to the airport would have to pass
*“through fajrly rough terrain.”

Another” negative factor is the
proximity to site F-1 of high-power,
electric transmission lines ncarby that
would “notbe preferable inlocating
an airport, although FAA guidelines
would allow construction of a field at.
the site, she said. )

During the public hearing, nine
people addressed the council about
the airport.: -

Virgil Haverty of Benson said site
F-1 would not be opposed by him. He
said building an airportat the F-1 site
would force pilots traveling from
Tucson to drive to Ocotillo Avenue
to get to the facility. And that would
draw some extra dollars into the

community — a situation that
appeared to draw strong support from
the council.

Access roads to the other sites
generally lead to intersections on
Interstate 10 west of town.
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AIRPORT'S NEW HOME — This s:te west of proposed road, shown on the illustration above
Benson was picked Monday, Feb. 19 by the City  running west from North Odotillo Avenue to the

Council as the new home of a proposed municipal  airpon, located three miles 1o the west. The airport

airport. Access 1o the airport will be gained via a is expected to eventually cost about $9.3 million.

" . Benson merchant Wally Zearing
——owner of Zearirig’s Mercantile on
East Fourth Street — questioned the
need for an airport at all. Zearing said
the council should be focusing its
energy on helping local businesses
tbat"mclomnga:analanmngmw.

' ‘Wﬁydon tyou l.hmkofourtown'

firsi?" he asked the cotincil.
However, St. Davidresident Harold
W. “Bud” Frarer said the city would
be getting a bargain on the airport
since the state and FAA are picking
up more than 95 percent of the tab,

“ “] believe that this airport will be:
really advantageous 1o the.

'eommumly, Frarer said.,

{ Gary Adams of the state
Department of Transportation told
the council that it will be at least five
to seven years “before there is an
airport ready for planes to land out
there.”

Adams told thecouncil itis making
“awise move on your part” tocontinue
studying the feasibility of an airport,
noting that “it’s not binding on the
community that you actually go out”
and build the airport.

Adams noted that airports are “one -

of the keystones of economic
development” for communities,

Mayor Richard Saenz later echoed -

Adams’ comments. Saenz said that

when he discusses Benson with -

potential industrial firms that might
want to locate here, one of the first

questions he is asked is “where’s the
rail spur” inrelation to the locauon of

the airport,- .

. Saenz said Benson losta po!cnual
industrial firm last summe:toEloy in
partbecansc this city did not have

airport, -
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Benson officials select
another site for airport

By Joe Salkowskl
The Arizona Dally Star

~ Benson officials have chosen an-
other site for a new airport about

three miles northwest of town, but
are not sure they will need it.

The Benson City Councll decided
last week {o continue studying a pro-
posed airport for the city.

. The site, about two miles north of
Interstate 10 and three miles west of
Ocotillo Road, was chosen after an-
other proposed location just to the
south drew criticism from area resi-
dents. .

“It's still closer to me than I'd
like,” said Kay Getzwiller, who owns
a ranch about a mile south of the
new site.

The site originally recommended

by Coffman Associates, a Phoenix-:

based airport consulting firm work-
ing for the city, would have required
an access road through Getzwiller's
ranch, .

The new location — about 45
miles southeast of Tucson ~— also
provides easler access to Ocotillo
Road, which city merchants hope

.would lead airport users into down-

town Benson.

Coffman estimates a new alrport
would generate $33 million in eco-
nomic benefits to Benson in the 20

" years after construction begins.

It would take $9.3'million to build
and operate the'airport during its
tirst 20 years. Federal and state
aviatlon grants would pay for 95 per-
cent of those costs, meaning the air-
port would cost Benson about
$466,000, :

City Manager Paul Nordin has
sald Benson could afford the airport,
but that it would have to compete for

Proposed Benson Alrport site

N

Benson
’ ; 20 miles ;

funding with other city projects, including a new landfill,
an upgrade of the city's waste-water plant and im-
provements to streets and parks.

“I don't think it (the airport) is feasible — there's
too many things to do first,” Getzwiller said,

. - Wallace Zearing, who owns Zearing's Mercantile in
Benson, said money proposed for the project would be
better spent revitalizing the city's downtown. .

. “The city should concentrate on doing something
fqr its businesses, which are closing at an alarming
rale " he said. “You have to have a living, growing town -
before you build an airport.”

Councilman Dick Hamilton proposed that the issue
be put to an advisory vote on a June ballot, to gauge
public opinion on the alrport.

- - “We've had a lot of discussion, but not much has
been heard from the people who'll pay for it,” said Ham-

flton, who asked city staffers to come up with wording
for the resolution. “We need to get people’s view on
this.”

The Arizona Daily Star '
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¥ Shoot down airport

To the Editor: 1
Once again the Benson Airport is
on the front burner. For the life of me
Idon'; know why. What can possibly
" bethe advantage of spending somuch
taxpayers money-—-bencxty,county,
- state bf federal — for somethmg that

wil benefit so few people? -

‘There could hardly be more than a

handful of people in this area that

would benefit from an airport and
“there are private ones that, I'm sure

- couldbeused. ¢
* Instead of the au-port, let them put

' magoodgolfcourse Somethmglhat'
evcryone can usé and which may

- hold someof the people thatcome 10

:;:}:"vxsntKanshnetCavmxsformoremanj
~he few: hours it fakes o0 go through ‘

"\thecave"& . R et
-WhiléI’'matit, Iview the pnson as-

» undesirable.fof Benson. There are
' ésses in town. that cannot -

2. Tive mmoutthepnson.butwho could”
7 Tsurviveif the tourists

packed up and:*

'(L-.u.z,f/fr

- Airport questions

s To the Editor:

Locaunganaxrportatexdlchescal -

suc over 12 miles away seems an
mtcrcsung proposition. Some basic
questions necd to be answéred.

. Why would anyone who flies
lfundreds of miles want to drive an
addmonal 12 milcs torest, sleep, eat.,
c(c" Theansweris simple: they won’t.

~Those services will be provided in

ah area directly surrounding the

an'port
" How will Benson businesses
propser with an au'port situated so far
away? The answer is again snrnple
they won’t,
.Go ahead, Benson. Build this

airport near Mescal and the growth
‘you subsidize will not bz your own.

Patriqk Daniels

Benson,
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Do 11 /F0
Vote on alrport

To the Ednor

The airport is on hold. How could
itever have gotten out of the holding
pattern? =

The need for an axrpon in Benson
rivals the need for a boat basin in St,
David, - '

To start with, the $8-14 million
construction costisnot free. It comes

" straight from the taxpayer, This is a

group to which most of us belong.

Next, what guarantee is there that it
.will be used enough so the day-to-

day expenses can be met and not

‘ subsidized by the city?

Who wants that kind of traffic
flying around, anyway? This is a nice
qmet commumty Let's keep it that

g I would thmk n should come 0 a

votebeforeany moremoncyxsspem.

_Gordon Davenport
St. David
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