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NHTSA GO Teams

https://www.nhtsa.gov/research-data/traffic-records#go-teams-38861 

http://tribalsafety.org/Resources/Safety-Data/Data-Collection

●Traffic records technical assistance 
available from NHTSA

●Available to Tribes since September 
2017



What is Tribal Crash 
Data?• Collection of historical data regarding 

SPECIFIC details of vehicular crashes 

• Organized system for collection, 
maintenance, and management

• Tool to help mitigating safety 
problems
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Congress finds that…

• improved crash reporting… would facilitate safety planning 
and would enable Indian tribes to apply more successfully 
for State and Federal funds for safety improvements

• without more accurate reporting of crashes … it is difficult 
or impossible to fully understand the nature of the problem 
and develop appropriate countermeasures

- FAST Act §1117 
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Tribal Crash Reporting Toolkit

https://www.tribalsafety.org/tribal-crash-reporting-toolkit

• Self-Assessment
• Facts & Fiction Tool
• Data Analysis Tool
• Crash Reporting Tool
• Officer’s Instruction Tool
• Quality Control Tool
• Database Tool



Self Assessment Tool

• Helps identify opportunities to improve crash data.
• 20 questions.

• Automated response directs user to more resources in NCHRP 788, Report to Congress: 
Tribal Governments & Safety Data, and the Tribal Crash Reporting Toolkit.

• Similar assessment for States to review their policies effecting Tribal Crash Reporting.
• Available now at https://www.tribalsafety.org/data-collection  



Facts and Fictions Tool

• Addresses crash reporting misconceptions.
• Addresses agency crash data concerns.

• Provides facts contrasted to common misunderstandings/fictions.

• Promotes benefits of collecting and using crash data.



Crash Reporting Tool





Officer’s Instruction Tool

• Defines data elements and describes crash reporting processes.
• Companion to Crash Reporting Tool.

• Helps improve completeness, accuracy, and uniformity.

• Reinforces agency and academy training.



Database Tool

• SQL Server Database

• Stores completed crash reports

• Retrieve individual reports

• Export tabular crash data



Quality Control Tool

• Describes methods of crash data quality management.
• Formal, comprehensive data quality management process.

• Data quality analyses and performance measurements.

• Edit checks and validation rules.



Data Analysis Tool

• Describes safety analyses using crash data.
• Multiple types of analysis.

• Using analysis to improve safety.

• Analysis for other planning efforts.



Tribal Crash 
Reporting 
Toolkit 
Version 2.0
Project



How can developing a 
system directly benefit 
Tribes?
• Locate problem locations in your transportation system 
• Identify patterns attributing to increased crashes
• Suggest potential mitigation measures at dangerous locations
• Increases funding availability to improve safety

16 8/9/2023 USET 2023 – Tribal Crash Data Collection



The Crash Data Collection Path (the 
Goal)

17 8/9/2023 USET 2023 – Tribal Crash Data Collection

Crash 
Occurs

Crash 
Report 

Completed

Data 
Recorded in 

Database

Data 
Analyzed 

and 
Disseminat

ed



How do we get to 
the Goal?
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Common types of analysis
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Contributing factors trends

Systemic safety analysis

Network Screening

Road Safety Audits
 Site-specific safety study



Sharing of 
Data Optional

20 8/9/2023 USET 2023 – Tribal Crash Data Collection

Each Crash Database 
will be housed at the Tribe.

Sharing available, not mandatory.



Pilot Program for Crash Data 
Collection & Analysis 

at the Tribal Level
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Tribal Input
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What do you want out of the data?

Workflow between Law Enforcement on-the-scene 
vs Database Input. Should Tribes appoint a Crash 
Data Czar?
Who can input the data?

Who can read the data?

What kind of training would be helpful?

Should there be an added module for recording 
unsafe road conditions where Crash Data does not 
exist?



Report to Congress: Safety Data Collection, 
Analysis, and Use in Tribal Areas (Section 14008)
–(b) Best Practices, Standardized Crash Report Form.--

        (1) Secretary of Transportation in consultation with (States, Tribes, BIA)…  shall develop--

            (A) best practices for the compiling, analysis, and sharing of motor vehicle crash data 
for crashes occurring on Indian reservations and in Alaska Native communities; and

            (B) a standardized form for use by Indian tribes and Alaska Native communities to 
carry out those best practices.

        (2) Purpose.--The purpose of the best practices and standardized form developed under 
paragraph (1) shall be to improve the quality and quantity of crash data available to 
and used by the Federal Highway Administration, State departments of transportation, Indian tribes, 
and Alaska Native villages.

        (3) Report



Funding for participating Tribes 
can come from Tribal Safety Fund 

or 
BIA Indian Highway Safety 

Program
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Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
Section 14008
BIA Law Enforcement Crash Reporting
 (c) Use of IMARS.--The Director of the Bureau of Indian Affairs shall require all law 

enforcement offices of the Bureau, for the purpose of reporting motor vehicle crash 

data for crashes occurring on Indian reservations and in Alaska Native communities--    

(1)  to use the crash report form of the applicable State; and    

(2)  to upload the information on that form to the Incident Management Analysis and 

Reporting System (IMARS) of the Department of the Interior. 
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Virtual Tours Camera Kit

• 360 Camera has two lenses and captures 
spherical photos/video.

• Mounts on top of vehicle.

• View the photos/video in all directions as 
if standing at the camera location.



Update Google StreetView Imagery
Sells, Az Example

Before After



Telemetry Data



Automated Sign Inventory



  Safety Asset Data



Tohono O’odham Nation RSA Public 
Input & Other Data Tohono O’odham 

Nation Route 15 
Reporter 
(arcgis.com)



Forest County Potawatomi Grant 
Tours Grant Content - Forest County Potawatomi 

(fcpotawatomi.com)



Virtual Tours Camera Kit

• FHWA ships camera to Tribe

• Tribe captures road project and returns 
camera.

• FHWA processes the video/photos and 
posts them online.



Adam Larsen
Adam.Larsen@dot.gov

360-619-2601

https://www.tribalsafety.org/tribal-crash-reporting-
toolkit


