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February 5, 2019 

 
  In Reply Refer To: 

(TRAP 37 – STIP) 
(727) 

 
Mr. Gregory Byres, Division Director  
Multimodal Planning Division 
Arizona Department of Transportation, (300B)       
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
 
SUBJECT:  Planning Finding and FYs 2019-2022 STIP Approval 
 
Dear Mr. Byres: 
 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
have completed our review of the FYs 2019-2022 Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP) for the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) as requested in Mr. Bret 
Anderson’s November 9, 2018 email and your October 2, 2018 letter. 
 
To approve the STIP document, including Transportation Improvement Programs (TIP) 
contained by reference or directly in the STIP, FHWA and FTA must make a determination that 
each metropolitan TIP is based on a continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive planning 
process.  In addition, we are required to issue a Planning Finding documenting the extent that all 
the projects in the STIP are based on a planning process in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 134, 135, 
49 U.S.C. 5303 to 5305, and 23 CFR 450. This letter is the documented joint Planning Finding 
and Approval for ADOT’s FYs 2019-2022 STIP, and all the incorporated TIPs for the following 
metropolitan areas:  Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG), Pima Association of 
Governments (PAG), Yuma Metropolitan Planning Organization (YMPO), Flagstaff 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (FMPO), Central Yavapai Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (CYMPO), Lake Havasu Metropolitan Planning Organization (LHMPO), Sun 
Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization (SCMPO), and Sierra Vista Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (SVMPO). Also included are the rural Council of Government (COG) TIPs— 
Northern Arizona COG, Western Arizona COG, Southeastern Arizona Government 
Organization, and Central Arizona Governments—which have been reviewed jointly with the 
STIP. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/azdiv/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/region9
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CORRECTIVE ACTIONS 
FHWA and FTA issued the previous Planning Finding on the FYs 2018-2021 STIP on January 
25, 2018; it contained no corrective actions. Following our review of the FYs 2019-2022 STIP, 
no corrective actions are being issued at this time. 
 
PLANNING PROCESS OBSERVATIONS AND SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS 
The following areas of the statewide and metropolitan transportation planning processes have 
been identified for improvement. 
 
The STIP 

• 23 CFR 450.216 requires that financial constraint of the STIP shall be demonstrated and 
maintained by year. ADOT will need to give some thought on how to incorporate 
financial constraint into the e-STIP in the future. Members of our planning staff are 
available to discuss this concept further. 

• Now that the new e-STIP has been brought on line, we would recommend that ADOT set 
up a meeting with FHWA and FTA planning staff to establish a process for review and 
approval of the STIP using the e-STIP as a tool for this approval. The ADOT STIP 
documentation provided in Bret Anderson’s November 9, 2018 email will also still need 
to be provided in some format, be it written or uploaded to the e-STIP. FHWA and FTA 
will still need to fully review MPO TIPs as part of the process since we have to check for 
many elements, not just project listings. In addition, we would like ADOT to explore the 
potential for various electronic approvals through the e-STIP for amendments. 

• 23 CFR 450.226 requires that the STIP documents statewide performance management 
and targets. ADOT has sufficiently documented performance management and targets in 
this STIP submittal. In addition, as required in 23 CFR 450.340, three MPOs with new 
TIPs have also included performance management for safety targets. One MPO, 
CYMPO, failed to address the safety targets but they adopted the TIP before the May 27, 
2018 full implementation date so they are deemed compliant for this requirement. All 
future TIP documents that are developed will need to address performance management 
and targets. 

 
CYMPO TIP 

• 23 CFR 450.340 requires that the TIP shall document performance management and the 
statewide targets that have been adopted by the MPO. This was not included in the 
CYMPO TIP, however the TIP was adopted prior to the May 27, 2018 implementation 
date. Future CYMPO TIP documents will need to include performance management and 
targets. 

• 23 CFR 450.328 and 450.334 require that the MPO self-certify that they are addressing 
the major issues in the metropolitan planning area and are in accordance with Federal 
Planning Laws and Regulations. In the past, CYMPO met the requirement to issue a self-
certification by submitting the document to our office in writing. We do not recall 
receiving a copy of the most recent self-certification. It is our recommendation that this 
document be included in the TIP. Most of the other MPOs already do this. 
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FMPO TIP 

• 23 CFR 450.328 and 450.334 require that the MPO self-certify that they are addressing 
the major issues in metropolitan planning in accordance with Federal Planning Laws and 
Regulations. The self-certification document is in the TIP on the FMPO website but it 
isn’t signed by either FMPO or ADOT. 

 
MAG TIP 

• MAG continues to use the FYs 2018-2022 TIP, which had no comments. 
 
PAG TIP 

• PAG continues to use the FYs 2018-2022 TIP, which had no comments. 
 
YMPO TIP 
Since YMPO continues to use the FYs 2018-2022 TIP, comments from the previous planning 
finding are carried forward to this planning finding. 

• 23 CFR 450.328 and 450.334 require the self-certification. The self-certification is 
included in the online TIP, but it isn’t signed by either YMPO or ADOT.   

 
LHMPO TIP 

• 23 CFR 450.324 requires that the TIP shall include financial information to adequately 
operate and maintain Federal-aid highways and public transportation. The TIP needs to 
include additional maintenance information. 

• The TIP should include a copy of the self-certification as required under 23 CFR 
450.334. The final TIP with a signed copy of the self-certification should be shown on 
the LHMPO website. 

   
SCMPO TIP 
Since SCMPO continues to use the FYs 2016-2025 TIP, two comments from the previous 
planning finding are carried forward to this planning finding. 

• The SCMPO TIP does not include the annual listing of projects obligated in the previous 
year as required in 23 CFR 450.332. We would recommend adding a separate table to the 
next TIP to meet this requirement. 

• 23 CFR 450.324 requires that the TIP shall include financial information to adequately 
operate and maintain Federal-aid highways and public transportation. The air quality 
table shows some pavement preservation projects for Casa Grande but the TIP needs to 
include additional maintenance information for all member jurisdictions. We would 
recommend a separate table to show anticipated maintenance expenditures. 

 
SVMPO TIP 

• The TIP should include a copy of the self-certification as required under 23 CFR 
450.334. The final TIP with a signed copy of the self-certification should be shown on 
the SVMPO website. 
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Planning Finding and FYs 2019-2022 STIP Approval 
Accordingly, the FHWA and the FTA, based on the State DOT and MPO(s) self-certifications of 
their statewide and metropolitan transportation planning processes, review of self-certification 
supporting documentation, Federal planning certifications of Transportation Management Areas 
within the State, and our involvement in the State and MPO transportation planning processes, 
hereby find that the STIP for FYs 2019-2022 is based on a transportation planning process that 
substantially meets the requirements of 23 U.S.C. Sections 134 and 135, 49 U.S.C. Sections 
5303 to 5305, and 23 CFR 450. Our Planning Finding includes the entire State of Arizona.  
 
The FYs 2019-2022 STIP is, therefore, approved. As usual, individual project approvals will 
require a separate action by the FHWA or FTA and the projects will need to satisfy all program 
requirements at that time of authorization. 
 
If you have questions or would like additional information, please contact Ed Stillings of FHWA 
Arizona Division at 602.382.8966 or ed.stillings@dot.gov; or Darin Allan of FTA Region 9 at 
415.734.9470 or darin.allan@dot.gov.    
 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      
Karla S. Petty       for Ray Tellis    
Division Administrator    Regional Administrator 
FHWA Arizona Division    FTA Region 9 
 
 
 
ec: gbyres@azdot.gov; lpounds@azdot.gov; pstone@azdot.gov; banderson@azdot.gov  

Internal ec:  TDeitering, ALirange, EStillings, KPetty, ASarhan, RMoreno, RTruely, JBrown, 
EChan, RYedlin, AHansen, KUtley, AHeier, TWilson, BJombo, JKing, CMatty, TWhitfield, 
SWebber, FHWA Arizona 
 
 
ESS 
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PROJECT PROGRAM
FISCAL
YEAR

STATE COUNTY PARK, REFUGE, FOREST OR OTHER 
PARTNER/AGENCY

DESCRIPTION TYPE OF
WORK

PRIMARY
FUND

SOURCE

TOTAL
PROGRAMMED

AMOUNT

FUNDS
FROM
TITLE

DELIVERED
BY

STATUS CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT

FLMA REGION

NP_BUFF_0107(1) 2018 AR Newton Buffalo National River Repair Ponca Low Water Bridge 
deficiencies

BRRH FLTP $285,000.00 Title 23 EFLHD Under
Construction

AR-01 NPS_MW

SO AR ERFO FW FELS 2016-1(1) 2018 AR Bradley Felsenthal National Wildlife Refuge Repair Routes 904, 912, 913, 914, 107, 
109. ERFO DSR # FEL4, 5, 10, 11, 15, 
16.

3RH FLTP $345,805.00 Title 23 FWS In Design AR-04 FWS_R4

SO AR ERFO FW OVER 2016-1(1) 2018 AR Ashley Overflow National Wildlife Refuge Repair North Gate Parking, Route 911. 
ERFO DSR # OVER3-911-NGP.

3RH FLTP $5,339.00 Title 23 FWS Planned AR-04 FWS_R4

SO AR ERFO FW POCR 2016-1(1) 2018 AR Sevier Pond Creek National Wildlife Refuge DSR # POCR1-010-RR-0.0-1.0, 
POCR15-113-BCAR-0.0-0.3, 
POCR-902-GSCP, 
POCR18-903-SYBCP, 
POCR-904-BRCP

3RH FLTP $233,730.00 Title 23 FWS Planned AR-04 FWS_R4

SO AR ERFO FW WHRI 2016-1(1) 2018 AR Arkansas White River National Wildlife Refuge Repair Flat Lake Parking, Route 961. 
ERFO DSR # WIRI3-961-FLP.

3RH FLTP $10,630.00 Title 23 FWS In Design AR-01 FWS_R4

AR FLAP LITT RCK TRL(1) 2019 AR Pulaski NPS/Trail of Tears Hist. Trails Stabilizing riverbank of AK River Trail 
Loop and constructing a ramp to a newly
built bridge.

MISC FLAP $1,672,564.07 Title 23 LOCAL Planned AR-02 NPS_MW

AR_ERFO_BUFF_2015-1(2) 2019 AR Marion Buffalo National River ERFO repairs to low water crossings in 
Cove Creek, Erbie Crossing and Erbie 
Compton Rd.

4R ERFO $2,855,857.00 Title 23 EFLHD In Design AR-03 NPS_MW

AR_FLAP_HTSPR_SGN(1) 2019 AR Garland National Park Service/Hot Springs National 
Park

Planning and design for the Hot Springs 
Wayfinding Signage program.

MISC FLAP $398,000.00 Title 23 LOCAL In Design AR-04 NPS_MW

AR_FLAP_HTSPR_WHT(1) 2019 AR Garland NPS, Hot Springs National Park Improve pedestrian access along 
Whittington Avenue including sidewalk, 
ramps, and crosswalk work.

3RL FLAP $690,773.00 Title 23 LOCAL In Design AR-04 NPS_MW

AR_FLAP_LOGAN_CR19(1) 2019 AR Logan USFS/ Ouachita National Forest Replace a bridge along Jack Creek Rd 
near intersection with Golden City Rd 
south of Booneville, AR

BRRP FLAP $300,400.00 Title 23 LOCAL In Design AR-04 USFS_R8

AR_FLAP_PLSK_TRL(1) 2020 AR Pulaski National Park Service/ Hot Springs National 
Park / LR Central HS Nat. Historic Site

Conduct PE for a trail from Hot Springs, 
AR to Little Rock, AR.

MISC FLAP $2,165,000.00 Title 23 LOCAL In Design AR-02 NPS_MW

FW_WHRI_13(1) 2020 AR Arkansas White River National Wildlife Refuge Rehabilitate Jack's Bay Road (Route 13) 3RL FLTP $1,500,000.00 Title 23 EFLHD In Design AR-01 FWS_R4

FW_FELS_11(1) 2021 AR Ashley Felsenthal National Wildlife Refuge Rehab Pine Island Rd (RT 11) 3RL FLTP $1,461,383.00 Title 23 EFLHD In Design AR-04 FWS_R4

Arizona
AZ_FTFW_BUAI_10(3)_11(1) 2019 AZ Pima Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge Resurf Entrance Rd; replace 2 small 

pipes & HW. Rehab Pronghorn Dr, low 
water Xings, replace 1 pipe.

3RH_3RL FLTP $2,500,000.00 Title 23 EFLHD Planned AZ-03 FWS_R2

FY2019-FY2022 Transportation Improvement Program
Federal Highway Administration

Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division

Last Printed: 06-Nov-18

Page 2 of 30 Approval signature is shown on the first page of packet only.  This listing reflects all newly identified and programmed and/or
modified projects as of October 31, 2018.
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